Fair Questions For Tides Canada
Background
Tides Canada and the Endswell Foundation (“Endswell”) are federally registered charities in Canada.
Both organizations also have equivalency status in the U.S. and file tax returns with the I.R.S.
Tides Canada became registered as Tides Canada Initiatives Society in 1990. Endswell registered the
following year, in 1991. Tides Canada continues to be active but Endswell stopped grant-making in 2009.
Endswell says that while it was in operation, it was the largest, private foundation funding
1
environmental issues in British Columbia. Considering the importance and the impact of the
environmental movement, especially in B.C., I believe that it is important for the public to know
how Endswell and its grantees were funded and how they operate(d).
Between 2000 and 2010, Tides Canada has had revenues of $173 million, according to my
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calculations based on Tides Canada’s consolidated financial statements. On an annual basis,
revenues increased from $2.4 million in 2000 to a high of $46.7 million in 2007. Total assets
increased from $1 million to nearly $40 million.
As of 2010, Tides Canada reported 250 employees and an annual payroll of $10 million (staff
compensation plus professional & consulting fees), according to Canadian tax returns. To put
these numbers into perspective, it may help to consider that as of 2010, Tides Canada had about
twice as many employees as two well-known Vancouver-based institutions, combined:
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The Vancouver Foundation (57 employees) and the Fraser Institute (71 employees).
Tides Canada has said that it is Canada's "first and only national public foundation focused on the
3
environment and social justice." If so, I believe that Tides Canada could play an important,
positive role in Canada.
From 2000 to 2009, the main activity of Tides Canada was environmental and wildlife protection.
However, according to Canadian tax returns, that changed in 2009. For 2009 and 2010, Tides
Canada reports that 88 percent of its activity is providing support and services to the charitable
sector. As such, I believe that Tides Canada sets a precedent for other charities. My hope is that
Tides Canada’s example would be a good one.
In view of Tides Canada's substantial revenue, very large staff and payroll, its chosen mission
and the nature of some of its campaigns, it is also clear to me that Tides Canada could have a
significant influence not only within the charitable sector but possibly also on the resource-based
industries that Tides Canada campaigns to "reform" (forestry, mining, aquaculture and the energy
sector), and to some extent, the Canadian economy.
A.

Campaigns That Do Not Appear To Be Exclusively Charitable

According to the Income Tax Act, all registered charities are required by law to have purposes
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that are exclusively and legally charitable. Furthermore, a charity must be established for the
benefit of the public or a sufficient segment of the public.
I am concerned because at least two of Tides Canada's multi-million dollar campaigns do not
appear to me to be exclusively charitable. These campaigns are: 1) the campaign to "reform"
salmon aquaculture and 2) the campaign against oil tanker traffic on the strategic, north coast of
B.C. I can see how these campaigns benefit American trade, market and economic interests but
I do not see how these campaigns benefit the Canadian public as a whole. I also have concerns
about the Boreal Forest Initiative. However, those concerns are beyond the scope of this letter.
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http://www.renewalpartners.com/grants/endswell-foundation

a)

The Campaign to "Reform" Salmon Aquaculture

As I have described elsewhere in detail, I do not see how the campaign to "reform" salmon
aquaculture helps to protect wild salmon or the environment - which is what Tides Canada
purports. The main problem that I see with Tides Canada's "reform" of salmon aquaculture is that
it misses or ignores the risks of salmon aquaculture in Alaska. Alaska grows more than twice as
many salmon as B.C. and many experts suggest that Alaska's approach to salmon aquaculture
(ocean-ranching) poses far greater risks to the biodiversity and the food chain of wild fish, than
does salmon farming as practiced in British Columbia.
While I don't see how Tides Canada's campaign to "reform" salmon aquaculture would help to
protect wild salmon or the environment, I do see how this campaign helps to protect the market
for Alaskan commercial fisheries by discrediting, depositioning and "demarketing" the
competition: farmed fish. I also see how Tides Canada's campaign to get the salmon farming
industry to transition to so-called "closed containment" would increase production costs and help
to close the price gap between farmed fish and wild fish but I do not see how this technology
would mitigate real environmental impacts. On the contrary, I believe that so-called "closed
containment" would actually worsen environmental impacts by increasing the energy intensity of
salmon farming and increasing emissions equivalent to putting thousands of cars on the road.
I note that the campaign to "reform" salmon farming was initiated by Tides Canada with
U.S. funds from the San Francisco-based, David and Lucile Packard Foundation, and that
Alaskan fishers have credited Packard-funded campaigns for boosting their markets. Indeed,
since the campaign to "reform" salmon farming, the annual, ex-vessel value of Alaskan salmon
5,6
has quadrupled from $125 million to over $500 million (2010). Clearly, this helps to protect
American economic and trade interests. As such, whether this was intentional or not, it is clear to
me that the net effect of this campaign is not exclusively charitable.
b)

The Campaign to Ban Oil Tanker Traffic on the Strategic North Coast of B.C.

The "founding chair" and the vice-chair of Tides Canada (Mr. Drummond Pike and Mr. Joel Solomon,
respectively) played key roles in the U.S. Tides Foundation ("Tides USA"). Mr. Pike is the founder of
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Tides USA and was CEO for 34 years. Mr. Solomon is a director and former chair of Tides USA.
Since 2008 or earlier, Tides USA has been involved in the "Tar Sands Campaign" funded by the
3
Rockefeller Brothers Fund and the Rockefeller Family Foundation. The Rockefeller's Tar Sands
campaign seeks to block oil tanker traffic on the coast of B.C. This would thwart Canadian oil
exports to Asia and would continue the U.S. monopoly on Canadian oil exports. No doubt about
it, this would benefit American interests to the detriment of Canada. As such, it concerns me that
two of Tides Canada's most senior directors have been intimately involved with Tides USA over
the same years that Tides USA was channeling funds to environmental groups for the Rockefeller
Brothers' "Tar Sands Campaign.” From a Canadian standpoint, it is clear to me that the
Rockefeller's Tar Sands Campaign is hardly charitable to Canadians, let alone exclusively
charitable.
Considering that Tides Canada uses American funds to run campaigns against important
Canadian industries, I believe that it is fair to inquire about the activities of Tides Canada and its
funding sources. According to my analysis of U.S. tax returns, since 2000 Tides Canada has
7
been granted at least $US60 million from American charitable foundations. On top of that,
Tides Canada has also been paid at least $US12 million by Endswell which has charitable status
in both Canada and the U.S.
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At Tides USA, Mr. Pike's salary rose from $47,500 in 1997 to a high of $275,566 in 2008. That was for
20 hours per week. Between 1997 and 2009, Mr. Pike was paid at least $1.9 million by Tides USA, tax returns show.
3
The Rockefeller Brothers Fund. Tar Sands Campaign. A Power Point Presentation by Michael Northorp,
Director of Sustainable Development for the Rockefeller Brothers fund Inc. July 2008.
http://www.scribd.com/doc/82144578/Tar-Sands-Presentation-July-2008
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B.

Apparent Serious Deviations From Good Governance & Management Practices

As someone who is a director of a federally registered charity, I am concerned because when I look
closely at tax returns and other information about Tides Canada's programs, some of what I see
does not appear to me to conform to commonly accepted practices of good governance and
management for charitable organizations.
For example, I note that at the Endswell Foundation, overhead exceeded grants. Such high
overhead is unacceptable.
I also note that both Tides Canada and Endswell have made substantial payments to
P.R. companies and "investment firms" involving some of the directors and senior staff of
Tides Canada (Boreray Praxis, Convergence Communications, Renewal Partners and
Interdependent Investments Ltd.). For example, since 1997 Joel Solomon has been paid at least
8
$979,547 by Endswell. A further $1.4 million (1997-2009) was paid to Interdependent
Investments Ltd. where Joel Solomon is currently the only director, company records show.
I am surprised to see that Tides Canada and Endswell have made substantial payments to
organizations on Cortes Island where the spouses of Tides Canada's directors are involved in
senior positions. For example:

•

Tides Canada paid $490,821 (2004/2005) to Linnaea Farm Society where the president was
Mrs. Amy Robertson, the wife of the current mayor of Vancouver, Gregor Robertson. Mrs.
Robertson was the president of Linnaea Farm Society from 2000 to 2005. Gregor Robertson
was a director of Tides Canada from 2000 to 2004. According to internet archives for Tides
Canada's web-site, Mr. Robertson was "involved" (whatever that means) with Linnaea Farm
Society while he was a Tides Canada director and his wife was Linnea’s president.

•

Tides Canada, the U.S. Tides Foundation and the Endswell Foundation have made
payments to Hollyhock for a total of at least $444,470. The CEO of Hollyhock is the wife
of Joel Solomon. Hollyhock is an ocean-front facility which is run by Joel Solomon and
others as a combination of non-for profit and for-profit businesses, and a federally
registered charity: the Nextwave Foundation.

In light of my initial observations and opinions as outlined above, I took the initiative to take a
closer look at the revenue, expenditures, assets and activities of Tides Canada. The following
pages present the main questions that I believe are important and fair to ask of Tides Canada.
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Fair Questions For Tides Canada
1.

The Founders of Tides Canada and Endswell, Carol Newell & Joel Solomon:

According to my analysis of U.S. and Canadian tax returns, the single largest "Canadian" funder
9
of Tides Canada is the Endswell Foundation. Carol Newell and Joel Solomon are said to be the
10
"founding partners" of Endswell. To my surprise, I find that individuals by the same names also
appear on the payroll of Endswell. I would not have expected the benefactors of a charity to pay
themselves a salary out of the charity that they had endowed, especially since these benefactors
have allowed themselves to be portrayed as “millionaire philanthropists.”
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A person by the name of Carol Newell was paid $49,921 as "secretary" in 2009. If Carol Newell
is indeed the person who gave $60 million of her personal wealth to the charitable projects of
Tides Canada and Endswell, it surprises me that she was paid $49,921 as secretary.
Joel Solomon, the vice-chair of Tides Canada has allowed himself to be portrayed by the
Vancouver media as a "millionaire philanthropist." In fact, he's been described by Frances Bula
12
as "a modest version of the later generations of the Kennedy/Rothschild/Rockefeller class." U.S. tax
returns, however, tell a somewhat different story. According to U.S. tax returns, Endswell paid
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Joel Solomon $929,527 over the years. Between 2006 and 2008, Solomon's annual
compensation increased markedly from $144,142 to $186,189.
Yearly payments to Joel Solomon increased sharply after 2004. A total of $631,094 was paid to
Joel Solomon between 2005 and 2008. That includes payments to "JSCO" which appears to be
an abbreviation for Joel Solomon's Co.
In light of the above, I believe that its fair to inquire as to whether Carol Newell and Joel Solomon
are, indeed, the founders/benefactors of Tides Canada and Endswell or whether they are paid
employees. Or perhaps both?
2.

Renewal Partners and Renewal2

Renewal Partners says that it is an independent investment company operating under the
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Renewal group of organizations. Renewal2 says that it is led by Renewal Partners.
Not only Joel Solomon was paid a handsome salary by Endswell, in fact, all of the staff at
Renewal Partners, the so-called "investment firm" of which Joel Solomon is president, also
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received salaries from Endswell - to the tune of $2.3 million (2004 -2009), U.S. tax returns show.
What kind of "investment firm" has its staff salaries paid for by a charity? A charity-subsidized
"investment firm?" These questions are relevant because Renewal Partners and Strategic
Communications were the single biggest contributors to Vision Vancouver and Mayor Gregor
Robertson's municipal campaign in 2008. Strategic Communications says that it is a "partner"
organization of Renewal Partners. Renewal Partners is also the company that invested in
Vancouver Mayor Gregor Robertson's fruit juice company, Happy Planet.
Renewal Partners reports that it has invested in 75 companies. Of those, information has been
found for only 26. Of these 26, more are located in the United States than in Vancouver. If
Vancouver is where Joel Solomon is attempting to create a model of “systemic social change,”
why has he invested in companies in the United States – including a real estate company in
Nashville Tennessee in which he personally has 10 percent ownership, according to U.S. tax
returns?

5

Why did the Ensdwell charity pay the salaries of six people who are on staff at the
Renewal Partners “investment firm?” Why did salaries double or triple?

What were Endswell's sources of "other income" for a total of $1.9 million? Was any of
that re-payment for staff salaries from Renewal Partners? How much of that originated
from American foundations?

6

Excerpts of U.S. Tax Retuns Showing Payments to
Interdependent Investments Ltd. (IIL Ltd.) and JSCO (Joel Solomon's Company)

7

Village Real Estate, Nashville Tennessee
As shown on the next page, one of the companies that Renewal Partners reports that it invested in i
s Village Real Estate, a company in Nashville Tennessee. U.S. tax returns, an excerpt of which is
shown below, indicate that the U.S. Tides Foundation has reported that Joel Solomons has 10 percent
16
ownership in Village Real Estate.
According to the web-site of Village Real Estate, it had sales of $400 million in 2008. On what basis
does this real estate company in Nashville Tennessee warrant "investment" of any kind from a
17
Canadian charity?

8

Source: http://www.renewalpartners.com/investments/stories/village-real-estate
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3.

The Origin of the Assets of Tides Canada & Endswell

For more than ten years, Tides Canada has reported to the C.R.A. that its "founding chair" is Drummond
Pike. Tides Canada has also said that its "founder" is Carol Newell. When she was awarded the Order of
Canada for her philanthropic contributions, Tides Canada reported that Carol Newell had "placed over
$60 million in organizations, individuals, and businesses working toward sustainable economic
development and social and environmental justice throughout Canada." However, that web-page was
4
removed in the spring of 2012. Why was it removed by Tides Canada?
If Carol Newell did "place" $60 million, where did that money originate? Was that $60 million from
Carol Newell's personal wealth or was that $60 million "placed" by her on behalf of others? And if
so, who? When Tides Canada says that Carol Newell "placed" $60 million, is Tides Canada
referring to the $60 million that Tides Canada has received from American foundations? Why
doesn't Tides Canada say clearly that Carol Newell "gave" that $60 million rather than say,
ambiguously, that she "placed" the money?
Renewal Partners reports that over 15 years, Carol Newel 'placed' $60 million and in other literature,
18,19
the amount cited is $67 million.
If Carol Newell 'placed' $60 Million over the fifteen years prior to
2007 - as has been reported - then it would seem that she had "placed" that money from 1992 to 2007.
A review of U.S. tax returns from 1997 to 2008 finds that over that period, the assets of the Endswell
Foundation peaked in 1999. That year, the book value of Endswell's assets was about $US19.6 million
and the fair market value was about $US 20.7 million. So if Endswell's assets peaked at about
$20 Million in 1999, when and where did Carol Newell "place" the $60 million - or $67 million?
20

Since 2000, Tides Canada has increased its assets from $2 million to $39 million in 2010.
The question is, where did that money come from? Over the same years that Tides Canada's
assets markedly increased, Endswell's assets went from $26 million to $196,557. What
happened? Did the Endswell Foundation transfer assets to Tides Canada? If so, then its
important to inquire as to the origin of Endswell's assets in the first place. Did any of Endswell's
original assets come from the U.S. Tides Foundation, either directly or indirectly? If not, then what
is the reason that Mr. Drummond Pike, the founder and long-time CEO of the U.S. Tides
Foundation is also the chairman of Endswell and the "founding chair" of Tides Canada?
From 2008 to 2009, in the span of only one year, Endswell's total assets plummeted from $10.9 million
21
to $504,801. If Endswell didn't transfer these assets to Tides Canada, what happened to them - a total off
more than $10 million?
Endswell: Part and Parcel of Tides Canada?
As shown in the table, for many years the same people were at the helm of the U.S. Tides
Foundation, Tides Canada and Endswell. The two main individuals involved in all three charities
are Drummond Pike and Joel Solomon. Also, the long-time treasurer of Tides Canada and
Endswell is the same person: James Morrisey, a senior accountant with Ernst & Young.
On the basis of my analysis of U.S. and Canadian tax returns, it appears to me that Tides
Canada's largest "Canadian" donor is Endswell. Since the chairman and president of Endswell
(Mr. Drummond Pike and Mr. Joel Solomon, respectively), are also the "founding chair" and
vice-chair of Tides Canada, these two individuals simultaneously represent both Tides Canada's
largest donor and Tides Canada itself.
From 2003 to 2009, Endswell made grants for a total of $8.7 million, U.S. tax returns show.
22
Of that, 99 percent went to Tides Canada. Considering that the senior leadership - including the
treasurer - is the same at both Tides Canada and Endswell, it seems to me that, in essence,
Tides Canada and Endswell are part and parcel of the same operation (two pockets in the same
pair of pants, so to speak) and have been merely passing money from one pocket to the other.
4

http://tidescanada.org/news/general/carol-a-newell-has-been-appointed-a-member-of-the-order-of-canada/
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To the extent that Tides Canada and Endswell are part and parcel of the same operation,
is it fair to say that Endswell reflects on Tides Canada even though the two are legally distinct
entities?
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4.

Tides Canada's Core Business: Funding First Nations & Environmental Groups On
The North Cost of B.C.

Tides Canada says that it funds "hundreds of charities" but as far as I can tell, during 2008, 2009
and 2010, less than 10 percent of Tides Canada's total revenue was granted to organizations
outside of a core group of First Nations and environmental organizations for whom a main focus
of their work is the Great Bear Rainforest Initiative and other projects on the north coast of B.C.
According to my analysis of Tides Canada's U.S. tax returns, during the three year period from
2008 to 2010, Tides Canada made grants for a total of $56 million. Of this, $28.2 million was
granted to B.C. First Nations, $12.5 million went towards internal projects of Tides Canada
Initiatives Society, $8.2 million was granted to environmental organizations, especially in B.C.,
and $7 million was granted to other organizations. In total, 88 percent of the funds granted by
Tides Canada (2008-2010) went to B.C. First Nations, environmental groups and internal
projects.
The $7 million that Tides Canada granted (2008-2010) to organizations other than First Nations
and environmental groups, constituted less than 10 percent of Tides Canada's total revenue
($76.5 million) for those years.
Between 2008 and 2010, Tides Canada Foundation granted $56 million to a total of
236 organizations (not including Tides Canada Initiatives Society) but only 35 of them were
granted more than $100,000 over the three years (approx. $33,000 per year).
The vast majority of Tides Canada's grantees, 161 out of the total of 236 grantees (68 percent),
got an average of less than $10,000 per year. Thus, while it is true that Tides Canada funds
"hundreds" of organizations, the majority of them receive relativelly small amounts meanwhile
tens of millions of dollars have been granted to a small number of B.C. First Nations and
environmental groups. As far as I can tell, all of these First Nations and environmental groups
have a common position on the Enbridge Northern Gateway pipeline; all are opposed.
In summary, it appears to me that the core business of Tides Canada is to channel tens of
millions of dollars from American foundations to a small, select group of First Nations and
environmental groups for whom a main focus of their work is the Great Bear Rainforest Initiative
and other projects on the north coast of British Columbia. True?
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All Grantees of Tides Canada That Received More than $100,000 (2008-2010)
According to U.S. Tax Returns
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5.

Endswell's Overhead Exceeded Grants

According to my analysis, between 2000 and 2009, Endswell had total expenditures of roughly
$28 million. Of that, slightly more than half was spent on overhead or over-head like expenses.
23

As shown in the figure below, for several years in a row, overhead exceeded grants.
Why was Endswell's overhead so high?
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If one goes back all the way to 1997, the total that Endswell granted is $17 million. Of that,
$14 million was granted between 2000 and 2009.
The total amount granted by Endswell to Tides Canada was $11.3 million (1997-2009). Of that,
as will be mentioned ahead, the amount that Endswell granted to Tides Canada between 203 and
2009, was $8.7 million.

As shown below, after 2002, Endswell virtually stopped grant-making to all organizations except
Tides Canada. Why? And why did this occur in 2002?
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6.

The $11.4 Million Dollar Question

As mentioned earlier, between 2003 and 2009, Endswell granted $8.7 million to Tides Canada.
24
This accounted for 99 percent of Endswell's total grant-making over that period.
Considering that the "founding chair" of Tides Canada and the chairperson of Endswell are the
same person (Drummond Pike) and that the treasurer for Tides Canada and the treasurer for
Endswell is the same person (James Morrisey), I would have thought that it would be fairly
straightforward for Endswell to make grants to Tides Canada. Why then, did Endswell need to spend
$11.4 million on overhead-like expenses so that Endswell could make $8.7 million dollars worth of
25
grants to Tides Canada? This is what I have referred to as the $11.4 million dollar question.

Why did overhead nearly triple (the red line above) from $797,183 to $2.2 million?
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Why did office and staff expenses increase dramatically over the years even when Endswell
didn't make one single grant to any organization other than Tides Canada?
During the years when Endswell didn't make one single grant to any organization other than
Tides Canada, what were the staff doing?
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7.

Grantee & Program Support for $3.3 Million & Who Got The $903,804?

Since 2000, Endswell paid roughly $200,000 per year for "grantee support and education," and
26
"programme support," for a total of $3.3 million. From 2003 to 2009, Endswell's only grantee
was Tides Canada. This raises the question: who got the funds that Endswell spent for "grantee
support" during the years when Tides Canada was its only grantee?
Between 2008 and 2009, Endswell's payments for "program support" spiked sharply from
27
$32,973 to $903,804, U.S. tax returns show. Who got the $903,804? Did it go to any of these
programs, projects or "donor advised funds" of Tides Canada?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Inner Activist
Organizing for Change
Open Media
Rainforest Solutions
Pacific Wild
Skeena Wild
Headwaters Initiative

If the $903,840 for "programme support" didn't go to these projects, where did it go?

$1,368,290 for "Purchased Services" in 2009
In its U.S. tax returns for 2009, Endswell reported that it spent $1,368,290 on "purchased services?"
Did that $1,368,290 include the $903,804? Why did Endswell need to purchase $1.3 million worth of
services even though Endswell didn't make one single grant to any organization except Tides Canada?
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8.

Employees and Staff Compensation

In 2010, the total number of employees
at Tides Canada was 251, up from 37
employees in 2005. Since 2005, Tides
Canada's annual payroll has tripled
from $3.2 million to $10.5 million. Most
of the increase in staff was at Tides
Canada Initiatives Society. From 2009
to 2010, in the space of only one year,
the number of employees at Tides
Canada Initiative Society more than
doubled from 72 employees to 187
employees. How has Tides Canada
been able to increase its staff size so
dramatically?
How many of the new employees
added to the payroll at Tides Canada,
are funded from the $50 million that
Tides Canada has received from three
large, U.S. foundations: the William and
Flora Hewlett Foundation, the David
and Lucile Packard Foundation, and the Gordon & Betty Moore Foundation? To put it bluntly, to what
extent are the internal programs and staff salaries at Tides Canada funded directly by U.S. foundations?
a)

Tides Canada's CEO Salary: From $143,236 to $196,648 (2008-2010)

According to the U.S. tax returns of Tides Canada, the salary of the CEO of Tides Canada,
Mr. Ross McMillan, was as follows:

•
•
•

$143,236 in 2008
$176,663 in 2009
$196,648 in 2010

On what basis did Tides Canada increase the CEO's salary by more than $53,000 (37 percent)
over two years, from 2008 to 2010?
From 2003 to 2006, Tides Canada paid $436,998 to Boreray Praxis, a P.R. company of which
Mr. Ross McMillan is the principal, a B.C. Company Summary shows. Since Mr. McMillan became
Tides Canada's CEO, has Tides Canada continued to make payments to Boreray Praxis?
On was basis was Tim Draimin paid $202,406 as "past CEO" in 2008, as U.S. tax returns say?
Was this in any relation to the completion of the Great Bear Rainforest agreement?
b)

$18 Million Paid to Consultants (2008 - 2010)

Canadian tax returns show that Tides Canada Foundation and Tides Canada Initiatives Society
spend roughly $6 million per year on professional and consulting fees. The total paid over the
past three years was $18 million:

•
•
•

$7,465,296 in 2008
$5,588,810 in 2009
$4,924,356 in 2010

Who are Tides Canada's consultants and what services do they provide for roughly $6 million per year?

21

9.

Payments to P.R. Firms, "Investment Firms" and Ernst & Young

Between 2000 and 2008, Tides Canada reported to the I.R.S. a total $2,390,239 in professional and
consulting fees. Over the same period, Tides Canada reported only $427,973 to the C.R.A. Why the
apparent discrepancy?
a)

Convergence Communications

The principal of Convergence Communications is Mr. Mike Magee, the current chief of staff of the
City of Vancouver. Internet archives for the web-site of Tides Canada indicate that Mr. Magee
was a senior advisor to Tides Canada from 2002 - 2007.
Currently, about half of the clients listed by Convergence Communications are the big American
foundations that fund Tides Canada (Moore, Pew, Packard, Bullitt & Brainerd) or are projects of
Tides Canada (eg. Forest Ethics Canada, Rainforest Solutions, Organizing for Change and the
Canadian Boreal Initiative).
Noting that roughly half of the clients currently listed by Convergence Communications are
projects of Tides Canada, it seems fair to inquire about whether Tides Canada continues to fund
Convergence Communications. And if so, what is the nature of this work and what is the origin of
the money that Tides Canada pays to Convergence Communications?
Given the nature of the position of Mr. Michael Magee as chief of staff at the City of Vancouver, it is
relevant to note that in previous years, at least one U.S. foundation, the Seattle-based, Bullitt
Foundation provided funds to stop major infrastructure projects in the Vancouver area. Bullitt paid:

•

$32,000 in 2006 "to prevent highway expansion and bridge construction in the Lower Mainland
" and $25,000 in 2007 "To continue building a diverse coalition to advocate for transit and
oppose efforts to widen Highway 1 and build a second bridge across the Fraser River."

•

Through Tides USA, Bullitt paid the Dogwood Initiative $30,000, "To strengthen and
enforce a 34-year moratorium on oil tanker traffic in the mid and north coast of British
Columbia, and to prevent expansion of oil and gas infrastructure in Georgia Strait and the lower
Fraser Basin."

In 2010, the Bullitt Foundation also
granted $50,000 for the City of
Vancouver's "Greenest City Initiative. As
of May 25, 2012, the Bullitt Foundation is
listed as a current client of Convergence
Communications.
U.S. tax returns (excerpts shown) show
that Tides Canada has paid at least
$204,036 to Convergence
Communications; $83,005 in 2003 and
$121,031 in 2005. Where did this money
originate?
Does Tides Canada continue to pay
Convergence Communications?
If so, what services does Convergence
Communications provide to Tides
Canada? And, where do the funds
originate?
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b)

The Element Agency - Don Millar

Internet archives for the web-site of The Element Agency show that Tides Canada was a client of
The Element Agency during 2006 and 2007. At the time, the principal of The Element Agency was
Don Millar, a communications consultant who now works for Premier of British Columbia, Christy Clark.
The Vancouver Sun reported in March of 2012 that Millar's contract allows him to bill up to $10,000
28
per month for services provided to the Premier of B.C.
Given Mr. Millar's position as an advisor to the Premier of British Columbia, it is fair to inquire as
to whether Tides Canada continues to contract the services of Mr. Millar, as Tides Canada has in
the past.

Screen Grabs from Internet Archives of the Web-site of The Element Agency
Showing that Tides Canada was a Client of The Element Agency During 2006 & 2007
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c)

Interdependent Investments Ltd.: $1.4 million

Between 1997 and 2009,
Endswell paid $1.4 million to
Interdependent Investments Ltd.,
29
U.S. tax returns show.
Interdependent Investments Ltd.
is a company of which the only
two officers for many years were
also among the directors and
senior staff of Tides Canada:
Joel Solomon and
Martha Burton.
If Endswell is part and parcel of
Tides Canada, it follows that an
entity of Tides Canada
(Endswell) paid $1.4 million to a
company of one of its board
members, Joel Solomon, and
one of its "senior advisors," Martha Burton.
This raises a series of questions. For starters:

•
•

What charitable services were provided by Interdependent Investments Ltd.?
Why did payments to IIL Ltd. spike sharply after 2004?

Not only Martha Burton is the vice-president of Endswell, the vice-president of Renewal Partners
and the secretary of Interdependent Investments Ltd., Marthe Burton is also the treasurer of the
municipal political party of Vancouver’s current mayor, Gregor Robertson. In the spring of 2011,
six days after an open letter to Vancouver's Mayor, Gregor Robertson was published by
CityCaucus, Martha Burton was quietly removed from the list of directors of Interdependent
30
Investments Ltd. The open letter sent to the mayor asked questions about campaign finance
contributions from Interdependent Investments Ltd.
d)

Candid, Genus and Real Assets (1997 - 2009): $1.1 million

U.S. tax returns show that Endswell
paid $1,030,812 to three companies:
Candid ($529,531), Genus
($376,325) and Real Assets
($207,685). What services did these
companies provide to Endswell?
Why is it that no information
whatsoever and no company search
could be found for Candid nor for
Genus?
Is Real Assets associated with
Van City Credit Union? What
happened to the $207,685 that
Endswell paid or "invested" in
Real Assets?
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Real Assets: Van City?

e) Ernst & Young: $380,878 (1997 - 2009)
31

Since 1997, Endswell paid approximately $30,000 per year to Ernst & Young. The question is,
who at Ernst & Young was doing work for Endswell? Was it James Morrisey, a senior accountant
at Ernst & Young? This question is salient because Mr. Morrisey is a long-time director of at least
five Tides-affiliated charities:

•

10.

Treasurer of Endswell (2000 to 2009)

•

Chair/treasurer of Tides Canada
Initiatives Society (2000 to 2009)

•

Treasurer of Tides Canada
Foundation (2000 to 2010)

•

Director of the Salal Foundation
(2001 to 2010)

•

Director of the Nextwave Foundation
(2001 to 2008)

Business Relationships

What is the nature of the "business relationships" among the directors that Tides Canada has
reported to the I.R.S.?

25

11.

Donor Foundations in the U.S. and Canada

According to my analysis of U.S. tax returns and on-line databases, since 2000 Tides Canada
32
has been granted at least $62 million by American foundations. This includes some grants that
have been made to the U.S. Tides Foundation for projects specifically in Canada. Of this
$62 million, $50 million came from three U.S. foundations: the William & Flora Hewlett
Foundation ("Hewlett"), the David & Lucile Packard Foundation ("Packard") and the Gordon &
Betty Moore Foundation ("Moore"). Most of this money has been ear-marked for projects on the
strategic, north coast of B.C., Canada's gateway to Asia.
How has Tides Canada used the $62 million from American foundations, and in particular, the
$50 million from Hewlett, Packard and Moore?
Of the $50 million from Hewlett, Packard and Moore, how much did Tides Canada spend
internally on staff and consultants? To put it bluntly, to what extent has Tides Canada's staff and
core, internal activities been funded by these American foundations?
a)

The "Dedicated Funder"

In 2000, the David & Lucile Packard Foundation ("Packard") allocated $640,000 to Tides Canada
for “start-up costs” and “the creation of a re-granting fund to support marine protection efforts in
British Columbia.” In 2001, the year that the funds were actually paid, the Packard foundation also
paid $346,500 to Tides Canada "for general support and for support of sustainable aquaculture in
B.C." That same year, Tides Canada reported in one of its newsletters that "a dedicated funder"
made it possible for the Coastal Alliance for Aquaculture Reform (The Farmed & Dangerous
Campaign) to do what limited funding would otherwise never have allowed: to meet on a monthly
basis." This raises a fair question: Who is the "dedicated funder" that made it possible for Tides
Canada to do what would have otherwise been impossible? Was the "dedicated funder" the
David & Lucile Packard Foundation? Tides Canada was asked this question several times by email but declined to identify the “dedicated funder," citing "donor confidentiality."
This question is relevant because Packard granted $2 million for campaigns against salmon
farming (the Farmed and Dangerous campaign and the Pure Salmon campaign) which claim
legitimacy on the basis of studies on contaminants in farmed salmon, and sea lice, published in
the journal SCIENCE (Hites et al., 2004; and Krkosek et al., 2007). At the time that these studies
were published in the journal SCIENCE, the Editor-in-Chief was Dr. Kennedy, a Packard trustee.
Without these studies, conveniently published in a prestigious journal where the Editor-in-Chief
was a Packard trustee, the Packard-funded campaign against salmon farming would certainly not
have had the same level of legitimacy and credibility.
b)

The Open Society Institute (George Soros)

Internet archives show that during 2006 and 2007, one of the funders of Tides Canada Initiatives
Society was The Open Society Institute, an American non-profit that has been funded by
George Soros. Does Tides Canada continue to receive funding from The Open Society Institute
or other organizations that are supported directly or indirectly by George Soros?
c)

$27 Million From Canadian Foundations (2000 - 2009)

According to my calculations based on Canadian tax returns, between 2000 and 2009,
33
27 Canadian foundations paid a total of $27 million to Tides Canada. Of that, $21.4 million was
from eight Canadian foundations. Why do Canadian charitable foundations indirectly fund projects
through Tides Canada instead of funding them directly? Is Tides Canada acting as a "middle man"
of sorts for other foundations? And if so, why?
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d)

Bealight & Social Capital Partners

Canadian tax returns show that the Bealight Foundation granted $4.1 million to Tides Canada
($4,051,878 in 2002, $50,000 in 2004, $50,000 in 2007, $5,000 in 2009).
U.S. tax returns show that in 2009, Tides Canada paid $350,270 to Social Capital Partners.
This was paid through Tides Canada Initiatives Society (TCIS).
The President of Social Capital Partners and the president of the Bealight Foundation are
individuals by the same name: Bill Young.
Did any of the $350,270 that Tides Canada paid to Social Capital Partners originate from the
Bealight Foundation? Also, where did the $10 million originate that seems to have been the only
donation ever received by the Bealight Foundation? And where did the $4.1 million originate that
Bealight granted to Tides Canada?
12.

Marked Shifts in Activities Reported to the C.R.A.

From 2008 to 2009, there was a marked shift in the nature of the activities that were conducted
by Tides Canada Foundation, as reported to the Canada Revenue Agency.
Between 2002 and 2008, Tides Canada Foundation reported that 60 to 75 percent of its activities
were environmental and wildlife protection. In 2009, Tides Canada Foundation reported that only
12 percent of its activity was environmental and wildlife protection while 88 percent was for
"support and services to the charitable sector." Did Tides Canada discontinue environmental and
wildlife protection programs between 2008 and 2009? Or, what happened?
The type of activities that Tides Canada Initiatives Society (TCIS) conducted over the past
ten years has also shifted markedly. In 2000, TCIS reported that 100 percent of its activity was
general environmental protection and recycling services. The next year, 100 percent of TCIS's
activity was public education and other study programs. From 2002 to 2007, TCIS reported that
75 percent of its activity was scientific, environmental and medical research. The total
expenditures of TCIS over that period were approximately $24.7 Million. If a proportional amount
of Tides Canada's budget was spent on research, this amounts to roughly $18.5 million. That's a
substantial amount to spend on research. Which research did TCIS fund during the years
(2002 - 2007) when research was the predominant activity of TCIS?
13.

Tides Canada's Password-Protected, Climate Change Web-site: Gone

In October of 2010, Tides Canada abruptly blocked public access to the entire web-site of the
Tides Canada Initiatives Society. TCIS was formerly named the Sage Foundation and operated as
The Sage Centre. The web-site was http://sagecentre.org/. This web-site was taken off line within
days of the publication of an op-ed in The Financial Post titled, "U.S. Foundations Against The
OilSands." Why did Tides Canada eliminate the web-site of the Sage Centre at that time? Part of
this web-site was a password-protected web-page for the Sage Centre's Climate Change Project.
Why was that password-protected? Why wasn't it accessible to the public? Does Tides Canada
continue to operate a password-protected web-site for the Sage Centre?
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14.

The "Strategic Plan" to Address Oil & Gas in B.C.

Back in 2004, the San Francisco-based William & Flora Hewlett Foundation paid Tides Canada
34
$70,000 "to develop a strategic plan to address the development of oil and gas in British Columbia.
Since then, Hewlett has granted $26 million for projects to tackle the Canadian energy industry,
35
especially in Northern Alberta. This raises a fair question: What is the "strategic plan" to
address oil & gas in B.C.?

15.

•

Does the "strategic plan" involve funding a large number of small environmental groups to
campaign in concert against Alberta oil? The U.S. Tides Foundation and Tides Canada have
paid $10 million to more than 40 organizations that campaign against Canadian oil, U.S. tax
36
returns show. Is this part of the "strategic plan?"

•

Is the "strategic plan" to address oil and gas in British Columbia part of the Rockefeller's
"Tar Sands Campaign" which aims to block oil tanker traffic on the coast of B.C.? The
Hewlett foundation and the Tides Foundation are named as co-funders of the Rockefeller
Brothers' Tar Sands Campaign which, according to a 2008 power point presentation of the
Rockefeller Brothers Fund ("Tar Sands Campaign") explicitly seeks to block oil tanker
traffic on the strategic, north coast of B.C.).

•

Was it part of the "strategic plan" to create Coast Funds which has channelled tens of
millions of U.S. dollars to First Nations, but only on the strategic, north coast of B.C?

•

Did the "strategic plan" involve creating the Great Bear Rainforest as a Great Trade Barrier
to block Canadian oil exports to Asia?

•

Was it part of the "strategic plan" to support Vancouver Mayor Gregor Robertson's
political career, both with the NDP and with Vision Vancouver, through a series of
"investment firms" and P.R. companies that have been funded by Tides Canada and/or
Endswell?
The Great Bear Rainforest: The Great Trade Barrier?

The Great Bear Rainforest is located on the strategic north coast of British Columbia, right where
oil tankers export bound for Asia would need to travel. This area is a 21 million hectare park. Its the
size of Switzerland and was created by Tides Canada and its partners among First Nations,
environmental organizations and American foundations. The Great Bear Rainforest is Tides Canada's
largest project.
According to my calculations, in 2008 and 2009 Tides Canada paid $7.5 million to 30 organizations
that are involved in various campaigns to "protect" the north coast of B.C. and tackle the Canadian
37
oil industry. This accounted for 42 percent of Tides Canada's grant-making in 2008 and 2009.
Of the $7.5 million, it is unclear to me how much went specifically for these campaigns and how
much went for other activities. In the remainder of Tides Canada's grant-making, I do not see a clear,
geographical or programmatic focus. The only systematic focus that I see in Tides Canada's grantmaking, is the Great Bear Rainforest and to some extent, the "reform" of Canadian resource-based
industries (forestry, mining, aquaculture and energy).
The north coast of B.C. is one of the largest remaining temperate forests in the world so
international interest in protecting this area is to be expected. Why, however, is it that the area
designated as the Great Bear Rainforest extends all the way from the north tip of Vancouver
Island to the southern tip of Alaska even though the area that is the primary, traditional habitat of
the kermode bear (now known as the Great Spirit Bear) is only a small part at the center of this
huge area?

28

Would it be possible to protect the kermode bear and its traditional habitat while at the same time
leaving open a passageway somewhere along the coast so that some oil tanker traffic could get
through, thereby allowing Canada to diversify our customer base for oil, our country's single
largest national export? Is it really necessary to shut down the entire north coast of British
Columbia in order to protect the kermode bear?
16.

The Borealis Research Centre

At the web-site of the Borealis Research Centre, no names and no contact information is
available other than a postal box in Sointula, B.C.
U.S. tax returns show that through Tides Canada Initiatives Society, the New York-based
Overbrook Foundation paid $25,000 to the Borealis Research Centre in 2010. The name of the
project that Overbrook funded is "Markets-oriented Research and Investigations." The stated
purpose of this grant was for "providing environmental organizations with research/strategy to wage
successful corporate campaigns." Which "corporate campaigns" did the Borealis Research Centre
support with Overbrook funds that were granted through Tides Canada?
Borealis says that it is "a leading international research organisation for the non-profit sector focusing
on environmental impacts through the chain of production, as well as financial and political
mechanisms." Borealis reports that it has conducted research on a variety of topics including the
tuna market, biofuels, junk mail in the U.S., mining activity by Australian companies, palm oil and
forestry.
In 2009, Borealis conducted "a major investigation of the product flows from the Canadian tar sands
oil production." Borealis also provided "an overview of oil and gas exploration, fishing, mining and
other human activities in the Arctic." In 2010 and 2011, Borealis reports that it "traced the flow of
Tar Sands crude to refineries and market in the U.S. and overseas" and that it also conducted
"Tar Sands investment analysis."
The Overbrook Foundation also funded the campaign against the Keystone XL pipeline by
38
granting $50,000 to 350.org. Is the work that Tides Canada is funded to do for the Overbrook
Foundation part of the campaign against Keystone XL? To put it bluntly, is Tides Canada
supporting the anti-Keystone XL campaign, with money from the Overbrook Foundation?
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17.

The Nova Scotia Nature Trust

According to U.S. tax returns for 2008, Tides Canada paid $705,040 to the Nova Scotia Nature Trust
"for general support and for completion of your work on making it possible for U.S. citizens to donate
Canadian land to Canadian land trusts." What is the origin of that $705,040? Did these funds originate
from the U.S.? Why would U.S. citizens prefer to donate land to a Canadian land trust rather than to a
U.S. land trust?
In which provinces is the Nova Scotia Nature Trust working to make it legal for U.S. citizens to donate
Canadian land to Canadian land trusts? Only in Nova Scotia? Or elsewhere in Canada as well?
18.

Hank's Beach on Cortes Island

To what extent (if any) were the Founding Chair of Tides Canada (Drummond Pike) and the
current vice-chair of Tides Canada (Joel Solomon) involved in the purchase of a $2 million,
150 acre ocean-front park on Cortes Island? This question is pertinent because property records
show that both Pike and Solomon own private properties that are within walking distance of this
39
150 acre park. Property records also show that the 150 acre ocean-front park is immediately
adjacent to private property owned by Vancouver Mayor Gregor Robertson. Carol Newell also
owns property on Cortes, records show.
To put it plainly, were the founding chair and the vice-chair of Tides Canada involved in any way
in the purchase of a multi-million dollar ocean-front acreage for designation as a public park that
would benefit the value of private property of the directors of Tides Canada?
Between 1997 and 2002,Endswell paid $659,748 for "protected property," U.S. tax returns
show. What was that property? Was it on Cortes Island?
19.

Linnaea Farm Society

According to my calculations based on U.S. and Canadian tax returns, since 1999 Tides Canada
and Tides USA have paid a total of $755,208 to the Linnaea Farm Society on Cortes Island. Of
that, at least $490,812 was paid by Tides Canada. At the time, from 2000 to 2005, the president
of Linnaea was Amy Robertson, the wife of Vancouver Mayor Gregor Robertson.
From 2002 and 2004, Gregor Robertson was "involved" with the Linnaea Farm Society, on Cortes
Island, according to internet archives of the web-site of Tides Canada. What this means is that
Gregor Robertson was "involved" (whatever that means) with Linnaea at the time that his wife
was Linnaea's president, and also over the same years that Linnaea was heavily funded by Tides
Canada. Grants from Tides Canada to the Linnaea Farm Society spiked sharply in 2004 when
$298,415 was paid. In 2005, $192,406 was paid to Linnaea by Tides Canada. The year 2005
was the year that Gregor Robertson entered B.C. politics.
How was the money that Tides Canada paid to Linnaea Farm Society actually spent? In 2005,
Linnaea reported spending $608,456 on "occupancy costs." What were the occupancy costs that
Linnaea incurred for a whopping $608,456?
20.

York House & St. Georges Private Schools

U.S. tax returns show that in 2008 and 2009, Tides Canada paid a total of $126,892 to three,
relatively expensive private schools: York House, St. Georges and the Cedar Valley School
Association. Where did this money originate? How does funding these elite, private schools
provide a measurable benefit to the public - which is what charities are supposed to do?
Apart from the small grants ($9,000 to $13,000) that Tides Canada has made for playground
equipment at public schools, has Tides Canada provided any financial support to schools in the
poorer, less fortunate parts of Canada?
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21.

Tides Canada's Project for "Radical" Activism - Lead Now?

Tides Canada runs a project called “Inner Activist” which explicitly promises to help activists
40
"be radically more effective" in their "change-making initiatives."
U.S. tax returns for 2009 show that Tides Canada granted $306,924 "for the charitable work of
41
the Contact Project." At its web-site, the Contact Project says that it supports "The Inner
42
Activist." Participation in this program is contingent upon acceptance into the program,
presumably decided by Tides Canada.
Beyond the $306,924 that Tides Canada paid towards the Contact Project in 2009, how much
has Tides Canada spent on the Inner Activist project?
Who are the activists that Tides Canada trains? And towards what cause do they work?
Where does the money originate for the Inner Activist project?
Does Tides Canada support Lead Now? Or any of the individuals involved in Lead Now?
22.

International Financial Institution Reform

U.S. tax returns show that the Charles Mott Foundation granted $395,000 to Tides Canada
Initiatives Society ($170,000 and $225,000) "to support a network of Canadian non-profit
organizations working to promote reform in international financial institutions." In what ways
does Tides Canada seek to reform international financial institutions? Which non-profits did
Tides Canada support in order to do so?
23.

Transparency and Accountability

At the beginning of 2012, the president and CEO of Tides Canada called for an "honest debate
43
over the Enbridge Northern Gateway pipeline." As groundwork for an "honest debate," will
Tides Canada post its U.S. tax returns at its web-site so that Canadians can see for themselves
what Tides Canada has been funding over the years? If not, why not?
44

In its U.S. tax return for 2010, Tides Canada provided far less information than in 2009. For
2009, Tides Canada Foundation (TCF) individually listed 25 separate grants for projects of
Tides Canada Initiatives Society (TCIS) for a total of $5.3 million. However, for 2010 TCF
merely listed one big grant to TCIS for a total of $7.7 million. Why this apparent step backwards
in terms of transparency on the part of Tides Canada?
Why has Tides Canada declined to answer any of the questions that have been respectfully
presented to Tides Canada in correspondence over the past five years?
If the industries that Tides Canada aims to "reform" (forestry, mining, oil & gas, and aquaculture)
were to ignore concerns and questions posed by Tides Canada in the same way that
Tides Canada has ignored my concerns and questions, what would be the response of
Tides Canada? In other words, what if the shoe were on the other foot?
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Links to Further Information at www.fair-questions.com And Other Sources:
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http://fairquestions.typepad.com/rethink_campaigns/2011/11/tides-canada-fraser-institute-the-vancouverfoundation-a-comparison.html
3
http://tidescanada.org/news/rbc-pledges-500000-to-complete-tides-canada-foundation’s-great-bearrainforest-campaign/ Note: As of May 20, 2012, this web-page has been removed. The text of this press
release can be found at http://www.nationtalk.ca/modules/news/article.php?storyid=6900
4
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/chrts/plcy/cps/rsrch-eng.html#_Toc215375508
5
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6
http://fairquestions.typepad.com/files/tab-adfg-ex-vessel-533-2010.jpg
7
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8
http://fairquestions.typepad.com/rethink_campaigns/joel-solomon-paid-872-thousand-by-charity.html
9
http://fairquestions.typepad.com/rethink_campaigns/2011/05/tcf-canadian-funders.html
10
http://www.renewalpartners.com/grants/endswell-foundation
11
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12
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13
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14
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15
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16
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17
http://www.villagerealestate.com/
18
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19
http://renewalpartners.dreamhosters.com/collaborations/conferences/playbig/hollyhock/speakers
20
http://fairquestions.typepad.com/rethink_campaigns/assets.html
21
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22
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24
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25
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26
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27
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28
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29
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30
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