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1.  350.org/Bill-McKibben-
2.  Boreal-Songbird-Ini9a9ve-
3.  Climate-Ac9on-Network-
4.  Council-of-Canadians-
5.  Dogwood-Ini9a9ve-
6.  DeSmog-Canada-
7.  Earth-Island-Ins9tute-
8.  Environmental-Defence-Canada-
9.  Equiterre-
10. ForestEthics-
11. Friends-of-the-Earth-
12. Greenpeace-Canada-
13.  Inside-Climate-News-
14. Natural-Resources-Defense-Council-
15. Pembina-Ins9tute-
16. Pipe-Up-Against-Enbridge-
17. Polaris-Ins9tute-–-Indigenous-Environmental-Network-
18. Sierra-Club-of-Canada-
19. The-U.K.-Tar-Sands-Network-
20. Western-Canada-Wilderness-CommiWee-
21. World-Watch-Ins9tute-
22. World-Wildlife-Fund-Canada-

Ac9vists:-
1.  Tzeporah-Berman,-Tar-Sands-Solu9ons-Network/New-Venture-Fund,-Washington,-D.C.-
2.  Naomi-Klein-(in-rabble.ca)-
3.  Andrew-Nikiforuk-(in-The-Tyee)-

All-of-these-organiza9ons-are-funded-as-part-of-the-Tar-Sands-Campaign-against-Alberta-oil.-

This document shows The Tar Sands Solutions Network and more than        
20 affiliated groups incorrectly say that Alberta oil production causes    
GHG emissions that are “three to four times higher” than conventional oil.-



Tar Sands Solutions Network 

“Tar sands is 3-4 times worse for the climate than conventional oil.” 

NOTE: The Tar Sands Solutions Network is a project of the New Venture Fund which 
is funded by the Rockefeller Brothers Fund and other funders of the campaign 
against Alberta oil. For 2014 alone, NVF’s total expenditures on energy and 
environmental programs was $16.3 million, tax returns say. 

Source: http://tarsandssolutions.org/tar-sands/climate-impacts 



Tzeporah Berman,  
Tar Sands Solutions Network/New Venture Fund 

“…each barrel of oil from the tar sands has three to four times more 
emissions, more climate pollution, than conventional oil.” 

NOTE: Tzeporah Berman is an employee or consultant of the New Venture Fund, 
based in Washington, D.C. 

Source: 
http://www.democracynow.org/2013/9/24/
corroding_our_democracy_canada_silences_scientists 



Bill McKibben / 350.org 

“The tar sands oil that would be transported by Keystone XL ranks 
among the most carbon-intensive oils on the planet and its 

production is three-to-four times more greenhouse gas intensive  
than conventional oil.” 

Source: http://350.org/bill-mckibben-keystone-xl-senate-vote/  



Boreal Songbird Initiative 

“Environmentalists say the tar sands are the world’s dirtiest oil deposits & that  
refining them generates three to four times more CO2 than  

normal oil extraction.” 

Source: http://www.borealbirds.org/news/shell-hit-dirty-arctic-oil-furore-0 



Climate Action Network 

“Le développement des sables bitumineux est environ deux à trois 
fois plus élevé en intensité énergétique lorsqu’on le compare au 

pétrole brut léger de l’Ouest canadien et consomme de  
grandes quantités de gaz naturel.” 

Source: 
http://www.equiterre.org/sites/fichiers/
can_tarsands_report_nov22.pdf 



Council of Canadians 

“On average, the greenhouse gas emissions from tar sands 
extraction and upgrading are 3.2 to 4.5 times as intensive per 

barrel as conventional crude produced in Canada and the U.S.” 

Source: 
http://canadians.org/sites/default/files/publications/
Report-NoPipelinesNoTankers.pdf 



Dogwood Initiative 

“It takes three to four times more energy to extract a barrel of tar sands 
crude than it does to extract a barrel of conventional oil.” 

Source: https://dogwoodinitiative.org/in-depth/tarsandstokitimat 



DeSmog Canada 

“Turning bitumen into tar sands crude is three to four times more 
greenhouse gas intensive than conventional crude.” 

Source: 
http://www.desmog.ca/2013/05/21/greenwashing-tar-sands-part-3-wherein-
money-trumps-fact-every-time 



Earth Island Institute 

“… greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) from tar sands production 
are three to four times higher than those caused by the 

production of conventional oil…” 

Source: 
http://www.earthisland.org/journal/index.php/elist/eListRead/
keystone_xl_isnt_the_only_key/ 



Environmental Defence Canada 

“…production of synthetic crude oil from tar sands is estimated  
to release at least three times the greenhouse gas emissions  
per barrel as compared to production of conventional crude oil.” 

Source:  
http://environmentaldefence.ca/reports/hats-kate-media-backgrounder 



Environmental Defence Canada 

“If you look at production alone, from the time that the tar sands 
come out of the ground to when you put gas in your car but 
before you burn it, tar sands are 81 per cent more carbon 
intensive than conventional crude oil.” 

Source: http://environmentaldefence.ca/realitycheckclimate 



Equiterre 

“Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from tar sands production are 
three to four times higher than those caused by the  

production of conventional oil…” 

Source: 
http://www.equiterre.org/en/communique/large-coalition-of-canadian-and-
us-environmental-groups-calls-for-more-information-on-enb 



ForestEthics 

“Producing oil from the tar sands produces three times more greenhouse 
gas pollution than conventional Canadian and US oil production.” 

Source: 
http://www.forestethics.org/sites/forestethics.huang.radicaldesigns.org/files/
Tar-Sands-Toolkit2012-ForestEthicsAdvocacy.pdf 



Friends of the Earth 

“During tar sands oil production alone, levels of carbon dioxide 
emissions are three to four times higher than those of conventional oil, 

due to more energy-intensive extraction and refining processes.” 

Source: 
http://www.foe.org/projects/climate-and-energy/tar-sands/keystone-xl-
pipeline 



Greenpeace Canada 

“Greenhouse gas (GHG emissions from tar sands production are 
three to four times higher than those caused by the  

production of conventional oil…” 

Source: 
http://www.greenpeace.org/canada/Global/canada/pr/2013/03/PR-Enbridge-
Line-9-Coalition.pdf 



Inside Climate News 

“Tar sands drilling is a prominent target of environmental groups and 
climate activists because the oil emits an estimated three to four times 

more carbon dioxide when burned than conventional crude.” 

Source: 
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/21092015/water-could-run-dry-alberta-tar-
sands-drilling 



Natural Resources Defense Council, N.Y. 

“Compared to conventional oil, tar sands takes more energy to 
extract and refine, and therefore in production is  

three to four times more greenhouse gas intensive.” 

Source: http://www.nrdc.org/energy/files/keystonexlmyths.pdf 



Natural Resources Defense Council, N.Y. 

“… producing oil from tar sands emits two to three times the global 
warming pollution of conventional oil..” 

Source: https://www.nrdc.org/energy/files/TarSandsInvasion-full.pdf 



Pembina Institute 

“Production emissions typically 3.2 to 4.5 times more greenhouse gas 
emissions than conventional oil” 

Source: http://www.pembina.org/pub/2404 



Pembina Institute 

Source: http://www.pembina.org/pub/2404 



Pembina Institute 

“Producing a barrel of oil from the oil sands produces three times  
more greenhouse gas emissions than a barrel of conventional oil.” 

Source: https://www.pembina.org/reports/OSF_Fact72.pdf 



Pembina Institute 

“Average greenhouse gas emissions for oil sands extraction and 
upgrading are estimated to be 3.2 to 4.5 times as intensive per barrel as 
for conventional crude oil produced in Canada or the United States.” 

Source: http://www.pembina.org/oil-sands/os101/climate 



Pipe Up Against Enbridge 

“Producing oil from the tar sands produces three times more greenhouse 
gas pollution than conventional Canadian and US oil production.” 

Note: This same document is also used by ForestEthics 
Source: 
http://pipeupagainstenbridge.ca/images/uploads/resources/
EnbridgeFactsheet1.pdf 



Polaris Institute 
Indigenous Environmental Network 

“Tar sands oil currently produces between three and five times 
more greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions than pumping 

conventional oil.” 

Source: 
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/polarisinstitute/pages/78/attachments/
original/1418934644/Factsheet_-_Climate_Change.pdf?1418934644 



Polaris Institute 

Greenhouse gas emissions from tar sands production are  
three times those of conventional oil and gas production…” 

Source: 
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/polarisinstitute/pages/78/attachments/original/
1418934751/Polaris_Tarsands_Moratorium_Declaration_1.pdf?1418934751 



Noami Klein in rabble.ca 

“… the oil that Keystone would carry from the Alberta tar sands is  
three to four times more greenhouse-gas-intensive than  

conventional crude.” 

Source: 
http://rabble.ca/columnists/2014/12/four-reasons-why-tar-sands-are-deep-
trouble 



Sierra Club of Canada 

“Tar sands production releases three to four times as much climate-
disrupting greenhouse gas emissions than the production of  

conventional crude.” 

Source: http://www.sierraclub.ca/sites/sierraclub.ca/files/canadatpp.pdf 



The Tyee 

Tar sands production… “on a per barrel basis creates three to four times 
more climate-changing emissions than conventional oil.” 

Source: http://thetyee.ca/Blogs/TheHook/2013/06/07/Vokes-Testimony/ 



U.K. Tar Sands Network 

“Already, millions of barrels of tar sands oil have been extracted from 
under the Canadian wilderness, producing three to four times more 

greenhouse gas emissions than conventional oil extraction…” 

Source: http://www.no-tar-sands.org/what-are-the-tar-sands/ 



Western Canada Wilderness Committee 

“Producing a barrel of tar sands oil produces three times more  
greenhouse gas emissions than a barrel of conventional oil.  

Source:  http://www.no-tar-sands.org/what-are-the-tar-sands/ 



World Watch Institute 

“… Producing a barrel of synthetic crude oil from the tar sands releases up 
to three times more greenhouse gas pollution than conventional oil…” 

Source: http://www.worldwatch.org/node/5287 



World Wildlife Fund 

“For-a-conven9onal-barrel-of-oil,-28.6-kg-of-CO2-is-emiWed-in-its-produc9on.-For-an-
average-barrel-from-the-oil-sands,-85.5-kg-CO2-is-released-in-its-produc9on.”-

Source: 
http://wwf.panda.org/who_we_are/wwf_offices/canada/?
uNewsID=142161 


