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1995
The Pew Charitable Trusts recruits Vikki Spruill to create a new communications-based

ocean initiative called the Marine Conservation Initiative.

The Initiative conducts the first public opinion poll in the U.S. on attitudes towards the

ocean and marine conservation and surveys the marine conservation community to help

determine their views on what is needed to raise the profile of this sector.

1996
The Marine Conservation Initiative changes its name to SeaWeb and opens an office in

Washington, D.C.

SeaWeb writes and distributes the first edition of Ocean Update, a newsletter that today

reaches thousands of policy makers, journalists and concerned citizens. Unique to the

sector, it highlights breakthrough scientific work and major actions within the marine

conservation community, and points readers directly to the source.

1997
SeaWeb creates and launches its first scientific spokes team, including Dr. Sylvia Earle,

Dr. Jane Lubchenco, Dr. John Ogden and Dr. Carl Safina, who toured the country to

meet with editorial boards as well as key science and environment reporters.

SeaWeb releases the pivotal report Danger at Sea (.pdf), the first comprehensive review

that combined public attitudes with the latest facts about the state of the ocean.

SeaWeb launches The Ocean Report radio program, narrated by renowned ocean

expert Sylvia Earle and Jaws author Peter Benchley, as the first regular series to air

nationally on ocean conservation issues.

SeaWeb founder Vikki Spruill is awarded the 1997 President's Award by the National

Marine Educators Association (NMEA) during their annual meeting in Chicago.

SeaWeb and NRDC launch the “Give Swordfish a Break” campaign, the first

communications effort to mobilize chefs and consumers in support of stronger protection

for a single species, the North Atlantic swordfish.

1998



SeaWeb launches the SeaWeb Aquaculture Clearinghouse to elevate the knowledge

and discussion around fish farming by providing objective information on best practices

and conservation risks in this field.

SeaWeb opens an office in Providence, Rhode Island.

SeaWeb conducts the first public opinion polling of ocean attitudes in Latin America.

1999
The “Give Swordfish a Break” campaign achieves one of its primary goals when the

international governing body ICCAT (the International Commission for the Conservation

of Atlantic Tunas) adopts international quota restrictions on North Atlantic swordfish.

SeaWeb wins a Silver Anvil Award from the Public Relations Society of America for the 

“Give Swordfish a Break” campaign. The award is given annually to organizations that

have successfully addressed a contemporary communications challenge with exemplary

creativity and resourcefulness.

SeaWeb officially becomes an independent 501 c (3) non-profit organization.

^ top

2000
The "Give Swordfish a Break" campaign officially ends when the U.S. government closes

nursery areas in U.S. waters, thus meeting the second goal of the campaign.

SeaWeb, the Wildlife Conservation Society and NRDC launch the “Caviar Emptor”

campaign to protect endangered Caspian Sea beluga sturgeon and to point U.S.

consumers toward sustainable, farmed caviars as an alternative.

SeaWeb launches its Asia Pacific Program by conducting a comprehensive

communications trainingat the 9th International Coral Reef Symposium in Bali. At the

meeting, forty-five journalists learn about coral reef conservation issues through a

combination of field trips, informal discussions with leading scientists and press briefings.

SeaWeb launches the Communications Partnership for Science and the Sea

(COMPASS) with its partners Island Press, the Monterey Bay Aquarium and a group of

leading marine scientists.

COMPASS hosts a meeting on “The Science and Development of Marine Protected

Areas and Fully Protected Marine Reserves along the U. S. West Coast” in Monterey,

California. The meeting unites scientists, decision-makers and NGOs in order for

scientists to inform the governmental and non-governmental community on the science

of marine reserves.

COMPASS collaborates with the authors of a Nature cover paper, Effects of Aquaculture

on World Fish Supplies, to communicate their findings worldwide. This paper was one of

the first peer-reviewed studies to evaluate whether farm-raised fish add or detract from

the global food supply. [Rosamond L. Naylor et al. Effect of Aquaculture on World

Fish Supplies, Nature 405, 1017 - 1024 (June 29, 2000)]

2001
SeaWeb launches the Seafood Choices Alliance to promote sustainable seafood and

drive large-scale purchasing towards more ocean-friendly choices.

SeaWeb works with Wolcott Henry and Green Media Toolshed to launch The Marine

Photobank.



COMPASS works with marine scientists to communicate work presented at the

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) annual meeting in San

Francisco, CA. Highlights include a series of sessions on marine reserves that

culminated in the release of an NCEAS Scientific Consensus Statement on Marine

Reserves and MPAs (.pdf) which was instigated and facilitated by COMPASS.

COMPASS collaborates with the authors of a Science cover paper, Historical Overfishing

and the Recent Collapse of Coastal Ecosystems, to communicate their findings

worldwide. This paper describes the ecological extinctions of marine megafauna due to

overfishing and the link to current ocean declines. [Jeremy B. C. Jackson et al,

Historical Overfishing and the Recent Collapse of Coastal Ecosystems, Science

293: 629-638 (July 27, 2001)]

COMPASS collaborates with the authors of Systematic Distortions in World Fisheries

Catch Trends, a study published in the journal Nature, to communicate their findings

worldwide. This study reveals that vast over-reporting of fisheries data by China to the

United Nations masked global fisheries declines since the late 1980s. [Reg Watson and

Daniel Pauly, Systematic Distortions in World Fisheries Catch Trends, Nature 414:

536–538 (November 29, 2001)]

COMPASS collaborates with authors of Effects of Marine Reserves on Adjacent

Fisheries, a study published in the journal Science, to communicate their findings. This

paper provides evidence that marine reserves can replenish nearby fisheries. [Callum M.

Roberts et al. Effects of Marine Reserves on Adjacent Fisheries, Science 294: 1920-

1923 (November 30, 2001)]
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2002
Seafood Choices Alliance hosts its first annual Seafood Summit, the only venue today

that unites conservation leaders with seafood industry professionals to discuss the latest

trends, science, policy and markets for sustainable seafood.

SeaWeb launches an Ocean Science Fellowship program and communications

workshop in the Cook Islands for 15 international journalists.

In response to pressure by the Caviar Emptor campaign, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

proposes listing beluga sturgeon under the Endangered Species Act.

Caviar Emptor leads its first Caspian sturgeon research trip to Russia.

The international governing body ICCAT (the International Commission for the

Conservation of Atlantic Tunas) announces that North Atlantic swordfish have reached

94% of healthy levels.

COMPASS hosts a meeting of decision makers and scientists entitled “Marine Reserves

Worldwide: Perceptions, Realities and Options” in an effort to communicate the latest

science on marine reserves and inform policy discussions.

COMPASS works with marine scientists to communicate work presented at the

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) annual meeting in

Boston, MA. Highlights include a session on the sharp decline in food fish catches in the

North Atlantic. In 2002, COMPASS also held the first "Marine Mixer," which has become

a yearly event during AAAS.

COMPASS collaborates with the authors of Climate Warming and Disease Risks for

Terrestrial and Marine Biota, a study published in the journal Science, to communicate

their findings worldwide. This paper identifies possible links between changing climatic



their findings worldwide. This paper identifies possible links between changing climatic

conditions and increased disease epidemics. [C. Drew Harvell et al. Climate Warming

and Disease Risks for Terrestrial and Marine Biota, Science 296: 2158-2162 (June

21, 2002)]

2003
SeaWeb publishes What Price Farmed Fish? (.pdf) , a pivotal report on aquaculture

trends that discusses the environmental and social costs of large-scale industrial fish

farming.

Seafood Choices Alliance launches the City’s Best program, the first weeklong

restaurant promotion connecting sustainable seafood suppliers with celebrity chefs in

cities around the U.S.

SeaWeb opens a field office in Kazakhstan to address regional sturgeon conservation

issues and coordinates a sturgeon-tagging workshop in partnership with Wildlife

Conservation Society and local scientists.

The Caviar Emptor campaign announces that domestic sales of farmed caviar exceed

imports of beluga caviar for the first time, signifying a major shift in the marketplace

toward sustainable products.

Seafood Choices Alliances publishes The Marketplace for Sustainable Seafood:

Growing Appetites and Shrinking Seas (.pdf) , the first report bringing together

information on the U.S. seafood market and research on consumer attitudes towards

seafood.

SeaWeb launches the “Less than One” campaign with the Ocean Wilderness Network to

promote the need for an increase of marine protected areas.

COMPASS works with marine scientists to communicate work presented at the

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) annual meeting in

Denver, Colorado. Highlights include sessions on the migratory patterns of marine

mammals and the threat of sea turtle extinction.

COMPASS collaborates with the authors of a Nature cover paper, Rapid Worldwide

Depletion of Predatory Fish Communities, to communicate their findings worldwide. This

study reveals the rapid depletion of large pelagic fish by as much as 90% in the global

ocean. [Ransom A. Myers and Boris Worm, Rapid Worldwide Depletion of Predatory

Fish Communities, Nature 423: 280-283 (May 15, 2003)]

COMPASS collaborates with the authors of a study published in the journal Science

entitled Whales Before Whaling in the North Atlantic, to communicate their findings

worldwide. This study uses genetics as a new way to determine historical whale

population size, which shows that scientists had vastly underestimated the number of

great whales in the North Atlantic. [Joe Roman and Stephan R. Palumbi, Whales Before

Whaling in the North Atlantic, Science301: 508-510 (July 25, 2003)]

COMPASS collaborates with the authors of Sequential Megafaunal Collapse in the North

Pacific Ocean: An ongoing legacy of industrial whaling?, a study published by the

Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, to communicate their new theory

worldwide. This paper hypothesizes that the overfishing of whales in the North Pacific

Ocean resulted in broad ecosystem impacts. [A. M. Springer et al. Sequential

megafaunal collapse in the North Pacific Ocean: An ongoing legacy of industrial

whaling?, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of

America 100 (October 14, 2003)]



COMPASS collaborates with the authors of Long-term Ecosystem Response to the

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill,  a study published in the journal Science, to communicate their

findings worldwide. This study reveals that impacts from oil spills last far longer, and are

more insidious, than was previously realized. [Charles H. Peterson et al. Long-term

Ecosystem Response to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. Science 302: 2082-2086

(December 2003).]

^ top

2004
SeaWeb wins a Silver Anvil Award from the Public Relations Society of America for the

Caviar Emptor campaign. This is the public relations industry’s highest award, given

annually to organizations that have successfully addressed a contemporary

communications challenge with exemplary creativity and resourcefulness.

Vikki Spruill and SeaWeb win the Annual 2004 Conservation Award from the New York

Aquarium.

SeaWeb wins two Wilmer Rich Shields awards from the Council on Foundations for

Caviar Emptor and the “Less than One” campaign from 2003 promoting the need for an

increase of marine protected areas.

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service declares beluga sturgeon “threatened” with extinction,

and additional trade protections are granted.

Seaweb organizes the first Communication Training Workshop for ocean experts

working in Papua New Guinea.

Seafood Choices Alliance announces The Fish List of ocean-friendly seafood – the first

U.S. consumer seafood guide that represents unified recommendations from Blue Ocean

Institute, Environmental Defense, and the Monterey Bay Aquarium.

Seafood Choices Alliance publishes the first edition of Sourcing Seafood – the first

comprehensive guide and sourcebook for seafood professionals that connects

businesses seeking to serve sustainable seafood with those selling it.

After years of resistance by industry, the sustainable seafood movement is declared

"mainstream” by two leading seafood industry trade publications.

COMPASS works with marine scientists to communicate work presented at the

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) annual meeting in

Seattle, WA. Highlights include a call from scientists for ecosystem based management

approach to policies and management.

COMPASS collaborates with the authors of Hatcheries and Endangered Salmon, a

policy forum published in the journal Science, to communicate their findings. The forum

calls on the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to exclude hatchery fish from

population counts in order to retain wild salmon’s protection under the Endangered

Species Act. [Ransom A. Myers et al. Hatcheries and Endangered Salmon. Science

303 (March 2004).]

COMPASS collaborates with the authors of a Science cover paper, Impact of U.S.

Recreational Fisheries on Marine Fish Populations, to communicate their findings. This

study reveals that saltwater recreational fishing takes a surprising percentage of 

‘vulnerable’ fish. [Felicia C. Coleman et al. Impact of U.S. Recreational Fisheries on

Marine Fish Populations. Science 5692: 1958-1960 (September 2004).]

Seafood Choices Alliance hosts its first international Seafood Summit, focused on the

global expansion of the sustainable seafood movement.



global expansion of the sustainable seafood movement.

2005
SeaWeb opens an office in Paris, France.

SeaWeb launches Seafood Choices Alliance in Europe.

SeaWeb launches its “L’Autre Caviar” campaign promoting sustainable caviar

consumption in France.

The United States bans beluga caviar imports from Caspian Sea nations after they fail to

provide evidence of improved conservation plans for beluga sturgeon, marking a

significant victory for the Caviar Emptor campaign.

The Marine Photobank becomes a SeaWeb program with new and expanded services

provided for Photobank members.

SeaWeb coauthors a World Bank Report entitled Turning the Tide, Saving Fish and

Fishers: Building Sustainable and Equitable Fisheries Governance (.pdf).

COMPASS works with marine scientists to communicate work presented at the

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) annual meeting in

Washington, DC. Highlights include sessions on whale behavior, fisheries management,

and ocean exploration.

COMPASS collaborates with the authors of Fish Farms Perturb Transmission Dynamics

in Natural Salmonid and Host- Parasite Systems, a study published in the journal

Proceedings of the Royal Society B, to communicate their findings internationally. This

study describes the transfer of parasitic sea lice from salmon farms to wild salmon.

[Martin Krkosek et al. Fish Farms Perturb Transmission Dynamics in Natural

Salmonid and Host- Parasite Systems. Proceedings of the Royal Society London B

(March 2005)]

COMPASS collaborates with the authors of Science cover paper, Global Patterns of

Predator Diversity in the Open Oceans, to communicate their findings worldwide. This

study reveals a striking downward trend in the diversity of fish in the open ocean – by as

much as 50% in 50 years. [Boris Worm, et al. Global Patterns of Predator Diversity in

the Open Oceans. Published online 28 July 2005 [DOI: 10.1126/science.1113399] (in

Science Express Reports)]

SeaWeb fosters the development of the Philanthropic Awareness Initiative to research

how private foundation philanthropy is perceived and valued by society today.

Replicating the SeaWeb model, the project's goal is to contribute to the knowledge base

about philanthropy, and reach and inform nonprofit leaders, philanthropists, policymakers

and the media about the nature and value of the foundation world.

^ top

2006
In January the UN Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species banned

global trade of all  wild caviar, including Caspian Sea caviar, because of unsustainable

fishing levels. Caviar Emptor, which had been supporting stronger CITES trade controls

for 5 years, applauded the ban and recommended a long-term fishing moratorium on

beluga sturgeon.
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