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MAIN POINTS
This document compiles Information about funds that the Gordon & Betty Moore Foundation
has granted to organizations operating in Canada. This information is readily available at the
web-site of The Moore Foundation and in its U.S. tax returns.
Since 2003, the Moore Foundation has granted a total of $267 million to 65 organizations
operating in Canada, mostly in British Columbia. Of that, $234 million went to activist
organizations while $33 million (12 percent) went to other organizations, mostly to
universities and policy organizations.
In its U.S. tax returns, the Moore Foundation has reported more than 500 amounts paid to
organizations that are active in Canada. The average amount reported as paid to a single
organization in a single year is $511,000. Over the years, the annual amount granted by the
Moore Foundation to organizations active in Canada has increased from $2.5 million to a
high of $37 million in 2015.
Moore Foundation’s spending in Canada accounts for seven percent (7%) of the
US$ 3 billion that the foundation has granted since 2003.
(CAN$)

2

$267 Million

CAN$
The Gordon & Betty Moore Foundation has granted a total of $267 million to organizations
operating in Canada. Of that, nearly 90% went to activist organizations, a total of $234 million.3

Top 20 Recipient Organizations That Are Active in Canada

37 organizations received
more than US$ 1 million

US$
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$115 Million for Marine Planning & Related Purposes

CAN$
Marine planning for the B.C. coast has been the main activity funded by the Moore Foundation.
Total: Nearly 200 grants for $115 million. Average amount per organization per year: $577,000.5

The two main areas where the Moore Foundation has funded activism are the
north coast of B.C and the Skeena region, referred to as the ”Sacred Headwaters.”

The Skeena Region
“Sacred Headwaters”

The Great Bear Rainforest/
Northern Shelf Bioregion
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73 Payments
Average: $835,000
Total: $60 Million
(2003 - 2018)

CAN$

63 Payments
Average: $400,000
Total: $25 Million
(2007 - 2018)
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The Great Bear Rainforest/The Great Bear Sea
The largest share of Moore funds have gone to the protection of The Great Bear Rainforest and
The Great Bear Sea. These maps show how the size of The Great Bear area has changed since it was
first described in the 1999 Annual Report of The Rockefeller Brothers Fund. What started out as a good
idea, the protection of the natural habitat of the kermode bear, has become a cause for blocking
tanker traffic and energy exports on the entire north coast of B.C., Canada’s strategic gateway to Asia.

1999

Source of the map on the left, Rockefeller Brothers Fund Annual Report, 1999: https://www.rbf.org/sites/default/files/1999_annual_report.pdf

Tides Canada: $83 Million

The organization that
has received the
most funding from the
Moore Foundation is
Tides Canada.

US$ 10 Million
For Wild Salmon
Ecosystems

Of the $83 million,
$56 million was granted
since 2010, an average
of $ 6 million/year.

Total # of Grants: 105
Average: $790,000

CAN$
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$59 Million Paid to First Nations Organizations
CAN$

First Nations
organizations have
received $59 million,
not including funds
granted indirectly
through other
organizations.
Total # of Grants: 100
Average: $580,000

$59 Million Paid to First Nations Organizations
Coastal First Nations

CAN$

$5.8 Million to First Nations (Unspecified)
Of the $59 million that the Moore Foundation has granted to First Nations organizations, $5.8 million
went to unspecified organizations. These funds were paid via Pew Charitable Trusts in Philadelphia
and New Venture Fund in Washington, D.C. Examples of some of these grants are shown below.

}
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2014

2015
Source: U.S. tax returns of the Gordon & Betty Moore Foundation.

Paid to
Pew
Charitable
Trusts

}

Paid to
New
Venture
Fund
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Marine Plans for North Coast of B.C.

The signature
achievement of the
Moore-funded marine
planning process is
a set of plans for the
north coast of B.C.

Source: http://mappocean.org/2879-2/
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No Oil & Gas Tankers, No Pipelines
None of the Moore-funded marine plans would allow for pipelines, ports nor tanker traffic that is
essential for the overseas exports of Canadian energy products.

“Oil and gas tankers are not permitted
in the territories.”

“Central Coast First Nations currently support the moratorium on
off-shore oil and as exploration and development. This includes
opposition to exploration and seismic testing, off-shore oil and
gas operations, as well as pipeline development, and tanker
and condensate shipping through our territories.”
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Source: Page 26: https://www.ccira.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/central-coast-executive-summary-email.pdf

$45 Million Paid to U.S. Organizations for
Activism in Canada

Source: Compiled from the U.S. tax returns of the Gordon & Betty Moore Foundation.
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$45 Million Paid to U.S. Organizations for
Activism in Canada
2018 & Beyond

2018

CAN$

