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Attention: Minister Lametti 

Dear Sir: 

RE: Changes to CRA Charities Listing 
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Shawn Denstedt, Q.C. 
Direct Dial: 403.260.7088 
sd ensted!@osier.com 
Our Matter Number: 1198700 

We represent Ms. Vivian Krause, a researcher and writer, and request on her behalf that 
the Attorney General of Canada direct the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) to restore the 
14 years of charity financial information that was recently removed from its Charities 
Listing website. 

We understand that as part of the CRA' s Charities IT Modernization Project (CHAMP) 1, 

the CRA has removed 14 years of tax information from its Charities Listing. Among other 
changes, the Charities Listing is reduced to only the last 5 years of data for each charity. 
Older information for charities must be requested using the request web form. 2 It is 
indicated that requests through the web form will be fulfilled within four weeks. 

This drastic reduction in transparency and public access to information was made on or 
around May 14 with no prior public notice.3 

Subsection 241(3.2) of the Income Tax Act4 provides for open public access to the financial 
( or "taxpayer") information of registered charities. By removing 14 years of data from the 
Charities Listings, the CRA fails to meet the legally required standard of transparency 
under the Income Tax Act, and to fulfill the purpose of that provision. 

CHAMP described online: https: //www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/charities-
gi ving/charities/gu idance-videos-forms/cham p. htm 1 

On Ii ne : http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/lstngs/rqstfrm-eng. htm 1. 

We note the unfortunate timing proximity of the information removal with Ms. Krause ' s testimony a 
Senate Committee in respect of Bill C-48, on May 7, 20 19, for which she relied on then-publicl y-
available charity financial information. 

RSC 1985, c-1 , 5th supp. 
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Subsection 241 (3.2) was introduced in the larger context of tax changes designed to 
promote the accountability of charitable organizations, and to increase donor and public 
confidence in the charitable sector. 5 The Liberal Member of Parliament, John Bryden, who 
spearheaded the efforts, stated in the House of Commons that abuse of charitable status 
was rampant at that time, and that the charitable sector was not serving Canadians.6 

Allowing public access to the taxpayer information ofregistered charities was one measure 
among several introduced to combat abuse. 

Numerous journalists, researchers and scholars have observed that charitable status is 
commonly abused today, an issue that is of vital concern to Canadian democracy. 7 The 
Minister of National Revenue should take active steps to detect and prevent abuse, not 
hobble the existing mechanisms for transparency. 

Having to make specific requests for tax information using the CRA' s web form, which 
requests will take weeks to fulfill , is a material frustration and obstacle to research and 
journalism. It is an obstacle that is wholly unnecessary, as the data' s digital infrastructure 
remains in existence and could be restored at little or no cost. Creating an administrative 
hurdle is tantamount to hiding information that Parliament has decided should be publicly 
available. 

The importance of free access to information in a democratic society cannot be overstated. 
The Supreme Court has stated that public access to information "can increase transparency 
in government, contribute to an informed public, and enhance an open and democratic 
society."8 Transparency, accountability, and democracy are core values to Canadian 
society. They are also the purposes that underlie the provision of the Income Tax Act on 
which we rely in making this request. We ask that you grant the request and restore the 
taxpayer information, safeguarding public transparency and the integrity of Canadian 
registered charity status. 

We look forward to your early reply. 

House of Commons Debates, 35th Part , 2nd Sess, No 26 ( 16 April 1996) at 1556 (John Bryden). 

6 Ibid. 

7 See, for example, https://business.financialpost.corn/opinion/vivian-krause-rachel-notley-the-
rockefe I lers-and-albertas-land locked-o i I. 

8 Ontario (Public Safety and Security) v Criminal lawyers ' Association, 20 IO SCC 23 . 
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Yours truly, 

Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP 

/) # ),/} -/~ ,~-;r 
IShawn Denstedt, Q.C. 

SD:BH 

c: Mr. Bob Hamilton, Commissioner of Revenue 
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