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On January 17, 2019, Licia Corbella reported in The Calgary Herald that 
The Tar Sands Campaign  aims to “land-lock” Alberta oil, keeping it 
out of overseas markets where it could fetch a high price per barrel.
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On January 20, 2019 Wendy Mesley aired a segment on the U.S. funding behind anti-pipeline activism 
on her CBC show, The Sunday Weekly. This report had been in the works for months.

CBC highlighted the description of The Tar Sands Campaign published by Corporate Ethics 
international (“CorpEthics”) at its web-site. 
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Within days of the reports by The Calgary Herald and CBC, CorpEthics significantly          
re-wrote its web-site, removing or re-writing all of the text shown in yellow.

See: https://web.archive.org/web/20180624115636/https://corpethics.org/the-tar-sands-campaign/

REMOVED
“In 2008, two major U.S. foundations asked CorpEthics to recruit 
the groups, develop the strategy, create a coordinated campaign 
and act as a re-granting agency for the North American  
Tar Sands Campaign.”

“From the very beginning, the campaign strategy was to land-
lock the tar sands so their crude could not reach the international 
market where it could fetch a high price per barrel.”

”The Tar Sands Campaign …. played a role in helping to  
unseat the Conservative Party in Alberta and nationally.”

Source: https://corpethics.org/the-tar-sands-campaign/ before being re-written. 
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ORIGINAL

Source: https://corpethics.org/the-tar-sands-campaign/ before being re-written. 

As shown below, the original web-site said that The Tar Sands Campaign 
aims to “land-lock” oil sands crude.

RE-WRITTEN

Source: https://corpethics.org/the-tar-sands-campaign/ since January 25, 2019.

As shown below, the re-written description says that the Tar Sands 
Campaign aims to ”educate citizens.”
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ORIGINAL

Source: https://corpethics.org/the-tar-sands-campaign/ before being re-written. 

As shown below, the original description says that ”from the very 
beginning, the campaign strategy was to “land-lock” the tar sands…”

RE-WRITTEN

Source: https://corpethics.org/the-tar-sands-campaign/ since January 25, 2019.

As shown, the re-written description says, “As hoped from the beginning, 
the tar sands campaign spawned a broader and more diverse climate 
movement…”


