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From:

Donald Kennedy , kkelner@aaas.org , science_editors@aaas.org , James Watmough , 

Mark Lewis

Subject:
Date:

To:
mkrkosek@ualberta.ca, 26 more

Cc:

correct e-mail address for Dr. Mark Lewis 
December 12, 2007 09:23:33 AM PST

 

 

Vivian Krause

Further to my previous e-mail (below), please note that the e-mail address for Dr. Mark Lewis is apparently 
mlewis@math.ualberta.ca, NOT mlewis@ualberta.ca 

On Wednesday, December 12, 2007, at 08:55AM, "Vivian Krause" <vivian.krause@mac.com> wrote: 
>Dr. Kennedy, 
> 
>I am writing to you as a concerned member of the public.  This is an open letter. 
> 
>I am writing to express my concerns and opinions in relation to a paper by Krkosek et al., entitled, "Declining
wild salmon populations in relation to parasites from farm salmon."  According to information posted at the web-
site of Dr. James Watmough at the University of 
>New  Brunswick, this paper has been accepted for publication by Science.  Dr. Watmough has confirmed that by
telephone. 
> 
>As you can see from the correspondence below, I have attempted to contact Dr. Mark Lewis, the senior author
on this paper. 
>He has not replied to the e-mail below nor to other e-mails.  I am therefore writing to you. 
> 
>My letter, attached, expresses my concerns and opinions in regards to papers previously published by the
Centre for Mathematical Biology, and the inaccurate communication of research findings by the Centre itself and
by environmental organizations.  I hope this won't happen again. 
> 
>By way of background, I have attached my open letter (15 October 2007) to Dr. David Suzuki regarding my
concerns about his inaccurate communication of the sea lice research findings in an open letter (18 September
2007) to the Prime Minister of Canada and the Premier of British Columbia. 
> 
>I am available to answer questions and provide additional information.  I can be reached at my home at
604.984.4210 or at 604.219.5905 (cell) or at vivian.krause@mac.com. 
> 
>Respectfully, 
>Vivian Krause 
> 
>>From: "Vivian Krause" <vivian.krause@mac.com> 
>>To: <mlewis@math.ualberta.ca>, <watmogh@unb.ca>, <arvind@mitacs.math.ca> 
>>Cc: <mayor.portmcneill@telus.net>, <gordon.unger@ualberta.ca> 
>>Date: December 10, 2007 08:25:06 AM PST 
>>Subject: Sea Lice Research by the Centre for Mathematical Biology 
>> 
>>Dear Sirs, 
>> 
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>> 
>>As you may be aware from my open letter to David Suzuki (15 October 2007), I am concerned about the
salmon farming controversy, 
>>an in particular, about the way that your sea lice research findings are being communicated.  It appears to me
that the sea lice research findings of the Centre for Mathematical Biology are being communicated inaccurately by
the Centre itself, and by environmental organizations. 
>> 
>>Krkosek, Lewis and Volpe (2005) concluded, "farm-origin lice induced 9 - 95 per cent mortality" in juvenile pink
and chum salmon.  As I understand, a method to determine the origin of sea lice does not exist; it would therefore
be impossible to tell whether sea lice on wild salmon originated from salmon farms or from other wild fish.
Furthermore,  the research did not measure actual mortality in the wild. 
>> 
>>For this and other reasons, it appears to me that the conclusion that sea lice from salmon farms cause "up to
95 per cent mortality" is not warranted by the actual research findings. A causal link has been reported when in
fact, as Mr. Martin Krkosek admitted to the Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture of the Legislature of
British Columbia, the data is correlative. As we know, a correlation does not indicate causality. 
>> 
>>According to information posted at the web-site of the University of Alberta
(web.ualberta.ca/secretariat/pdfs/Item4-SCCentreforMathBiolProposalMEETING.pdf"
target="_blank">http://www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/secretariat/pdfs/Item4-SCCentreforMathBiolProposalMEETING.pdf
, see pg. 23), the Centre for Mathematical Biology reported to the University that SeaWeb is one of its research
partners yet the Centre did not list SeaWeb in the Acknowledgements of its paper published six days later. The
Centre also reported to the University of Alberta that following the publication of the 2005 paper, SeaWeb
generated 148 items of media coverage (see pg. 28). In my opinion, this publicity grossely misrepresented the
actual research findings with headlines such as "sea lice killed up to 95% of salmon, team finds,"  and "fish farms
kill wild salmon, study finds" and "Study:  fish farms spread lice that kill wild salmon." 
>> 
>>At the time, SeaWeb was funded by the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation for "integration of aquaculture
science messages into (an)  antifarming campaign, an "earned media campaign" and "co-ordination of media for
antifarming  ENGOs (environmental organizations)."  According to tax filings to the U.S. Internal Revenue Service,
the purpose of the grant ($560,000) to SeaWeb was "to provide a high quality toolkit and co-ordination
infrastructure for use by ENGOs in their campaigns to shift consumer and retailer demand away from farmed
salmon."  (See pg. 76 of the 2004 Full Return 990-
PF:  http://moore.org/cms/uploadedFiles/2004%20Moore%20Fndn_990PF_complete.pdf) 
>>Research in an "antifarming campaign" is hardly impartial. 
>> 
>>According to information posted at the web-site of the University of Alberta
(http://www.math.ualberta.ca/~mlewis/people/Lewis_cv_Jan_07.pdf), MITACS granted $240,000 to the Centre for
Mathematical biology. (From the information that I have seen at the MITACS web-site at the University of New
Brunswick, it looks to  me as if the only MITACS Network for Invasions & Dispersal project implemented by
MITACS was the sea lice research.  Is this correct?  If this is the case, would it be correct that MITACS
contributed $240,000 to the funding of the sea lice research?   
>> 
>>I would also like to inquire as to the origin of the funds that MITACS granted to the Centre for its sea lice
research.  Based on the information posted at the web-site of the Lewis Research Group
(http://www.math.ualberta.ca/~mlewis/SeaLice/SeaLiceFunding.pdf ), it appears to me that the funds from MITACS
originally came from the B.C. Pacific Salmon Forum, the David Suzuki Foundation, B.C. Wilderness Tourism,
Finest At Sea Ocean Products and The Canadian Sablefish Association.  Is this correct?  I would like to request
information as to what amounts came from each of these organizations. 
>> 
>>I have also noticed that a paper entitled, "Declining wild salmon populations in relation to parasites from farm
salmon,"  has been accepted for publication in Science.  This is reported on the MITACS web-site at the
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salmon,"  has been accepted for publication in Science.  This is reported on the MITACS web-site at the
University of New Brunswick(http://www.unb.ca/bid/bid.php?title=publications).  This raises concerns for me
because, as I mentioned above, there is no way at present to know whether sea ice originate from farms or from
wild fish.  I would like to know when this paper was accepted, when it will be published (if you know already), 
>>I would like to request a copy. 
>> 
>>In advance, thank you for your response to my request and my questions. 
>> 
>>Respectfully, 
>>Vivian Krause 
>> 
>>c.c.  Mayor Gerry  Furney, Mayor of Port McNeill 
>>c.c.  Dr. Gordon Unger, Special Advisor to the Provost of the University of Alberta 
>> 
>> 
> 
>
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