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Notice and Disclaimer 
 
This report presents the analysis and the opinions of Vivian Krause. While the   
information herein is believed to be accurate and reliable, it is not guaranteed to be so. 
The author makes this report available without warranty of any kind. Users of this report 
should exercise due diligence to ensure the accuracy and currency of all information. 
The information contained herein is subject to change without notice, and may 
become out-dated and may or may not be updated.  
 
The author reserves the right to amend this report on the basis of information received 
after it was initially presented.  
 
No part of this report may be reproduced, stored, distributed or transmitted,  
in any form or by any means, without the prior written permission of Vivian Krause. 
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SUMMARY 
 
Every year since 2010, Tides Canada Foundation has stated in Canadian tax 
returns that it does not fund organizations outside of Canada except for eligible 
recipients (called “qualified donees”).1,2,3,4,5,6  On the basis of the evidence 
presented in this report, it is clear that these statements are false. In collaboration 
with its parent organization, The Tides Foundation in San Francisco, Tides Canada 
Foundation has transferred millions of dollars to organizations outside of Canada 
that are not qualified donees. 
 
The evidence presented here comes from a series of 2,700 covering letters on 
payments made by The Tides Foundation (“Tides USA”) during 2013. These letters 
were found on-line using the Google search engine.7  According to these letters, in 
2013 alone Tides USA made at least 104 payments on behalf of Tides Canada 
Foundation or the Tides Canada Foundation Exchange Fund. All 104 payments went 
to organizations outside Canada. To the best of my knowledge, none are qualified 
donees. By its own admission, Tides Canada has paid out $22.6 million via its    
“unique international grant-making capability,” and “without money ever crossing 
the border.”8  That’s no small amount.  
 
This report refers to two of the three largest of the 104 payments. According to the 
covering letters for these two payments, on July 26, 2013, Tides USA paid US$278,000 
($140,000 and $138,000) to two charities in Pawtucket, Rhode Island. Both payments 
were made at the recommendation of Tides Canada Foundation, the letters say. 
 
In addition to Tides, three charities are involved here: Collette Foundation Canada, 
based in Mississauga, Ontario, and two charities in Pawtucket. Collette Foundation 
Canada and the two Pawtucket charities are operated by Collette Travel Services 
which is also based in Pawtucket. Tides Canada received funds from the Mississauga 
charity and transferred them, via Tides USA, to the sister charities in Pawtucket.  
 
Collette Foundation Canada began to grant funds in 2010. That year, it funded 
only one organization: Tides Canada Foundation, paid $450,000.9 The following 
year, Tides USA paid the exact same amount to one of the charities in 
Pawtucket.10 Between 2010 and 2015, the total amount granted from Collette 
Foundation Canada to Tides Canada Foundation was CAN$3.1 million. Over the 
same years, Tides USA paid CAN$2.7 million to the Collette charities in Pawtucket, 
tax returns show (US$ 2.5 million). 
 
As it appears from Canadian and U.S. tax returns and the covering letters,  
Tides Canada Foundation has acted as a conduit of funds to ineligible 
organizations outside of Canada. Acting as a conduit violates The Income Tax Act 
and is grounds for revocation of charitable status by the Canada Revenue Agency. 
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Who Is Tides Canada? 
 
Tides Canada describes itself as an organization that is dedicated to a healthy 
environment, social equity, and economic prosperity for all Canadians.11 
“Uncommon solutions for the common good,” is its motto.12  
 
In some respects, Tides Canada operates somewhat like a Canadian branch office 
of its parent organization, the Tides Foundation, (“Tides USA”) based in San Francisco. 
Back in 1993, Tides USA incorporated in Victoria, B.C. under the name “Tides 
Foundation.” Ten years, later, Tides USA changed the name of its Canadian office to 
Tides Canada Foundation, records show. 
 
REVENUE: For 2015, Tides Canada Foundation reported total revenue of $34 million. 
Of that, the four main sources were:  
 

o Unspecified donors outside of Canada: $24 million (71 percent of total revenue) 
o Canadian registered charities: $4.7 million 
o Investment income: $2.4 million  
o Tax-receipted donations: $2.1 million 

 
The above, four sources accounted for 98 percent of Tides Canada Foundation’s  
total revenue for 2015. 
 
Over the past decade, 15 percent of the total revenue of Tides Canada Foundation 
has been from other registered charities, a total of $34.6 million (2006-2015). 
 
EXPENDITURES: In 2015, Tides Canada’s total expenditures were $22.6 million, down 
substantially from $30.3 million for 2014, according to consolidated financial 
statements for Tides Canada Foundation and Tides Canada Initiatives Society. 
 
Among the qualified donees of Tides Canada Foundation, the top recipient, by far, 
is Tides Canada Initiatives Society, which received $6.7 million in 2014, followed by 
$3.3 million in 2015.  
 
At the Initiatives Society, the largest expenditure is staff. As of 2015, Tides Canada   
had a total of 238 employees, 185 at the Initiatives Society, and 53 at the 
foundation.13,14  Tides Canada’s payroll expenditures (for the foundation and the 
Initiatives Society combined), were CAN$17 million for 2014, CAN$7.2 million for 
employees and CAN$9.6 million for consultants.15,16  In 2015, payroll fell to $12.4 million. 
 
Aside from funding its own programs at the Tides Canada Initiatives Society, most of 
the top ten recipients of grants from Tides Canada Foundation are First Nations and 
environmental organizations.  
 
ASSETS: Since 2000, the total assets of Tides Canada have increased sharply from   
$2 million to CAN$58 million.17 Tides Canada now earns more than $2 million in 
investment income per year. Tides Canada has declined to answer questions about    
the identity of the donors that have enabled it to accumulate nearly $60 million.  
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Organizations Funded by Tides Canada 
 
According to its statement of purpose, filed with the CRA, Tides Canada supports, 
convenes or funds “hundreds” of recipient organizations every year. However, as 
mentioned earlier, the lion’s share of funding from Tides Canada Foundation goes 
to its sister organization, Tides Canada Initiatives Society (TCIS). In 2015, fully one third 
of the funds granted by Tides Canada Foundation were simply transferred to TCIS. 
 
For 2013, the year in which the two payments examined in this report were made, the 
top 20 recipients received 80 percent of all funds granted. Half of the grants made by 
Tides Canada Foundation, when tallied together, accounted for less than 3 percent of 
the total amount granted. Whereas the top ten grants provided by Tides Canada were 
all over $100,000, the majority of the grants are for much smaller amounts; one quarter of 
the grants were for less than $2,000. 
 
Broadly speaking, the grants made by Tides Canada appear to fall into one of two 
categories: 1) Environmental and First Nations organizations. These recipients tend to   
get funding year after year.  2) All other recipients, a diverse array of organizations, 
including food banks, churches, hospitals and music festivals. These recipients range  
from the Calgary Zoo to some of Canada’s most prestigious foundations, such as the 
Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation and the Belinda Stronach Foundation.1819 Among this 
second category of recipients, there does not appear to be a common cause or issue. 
Some of these grants appear to have been made on a one-off basis, raising questions 
about why these grants are handled by Tides Canada. As many of these recipients are 
registered charities, donors to these charities could easily have funded them directly, 
rather than indirectly, through Tides Canada. For example, other than to preserve the 
anonymity of the donor, there is no obvious reason why a donor would fund the Pierre 
Elliott Trudeau Foundation indirectly through Tides Canada, rather than directly. 
 
For 2015, the top ten recipients of funds from Tides Canada Foundation were:  
 

1. Namgis First Nation: $378,000 
2. Staal Family Foundation:  $315,634 1 
3. Bird Studies Canada: $312,650 
4. Vallum Society for Education in Arts & Letters: $269,091 
5. Simon Fraser University Centre for Dialogue:  $268,703 
6. Ilisaqsivik Society:  $175,000 
7. Gitanyow Huwilp Society:  $165,200 
8. West Coast Environmental Law:  $139,864 
9. Canadian Network for International Surgery:  $129,809 
10. Nuxalk Nation: $118,500 

                                                        
1 The $315,634 that Tides Canada Foundation granted to the Staal Family 
Foundation accounted for roughly 80 percent of the Staal Foundation’s total 
revenue. Evidently, the transaction between Tides Canada and the Staal Family 
Foundation is significant for both. The question is, why would someone grant funds 
to the Stall Family Foundation indirectly through Tides Canada, rather than directly? 
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Collette  Travel Services, Pawtucket, Rhode Island 
 
Based in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, Collette Travel Service Inc. (“Collette Travel”) 
offers guided tours on all seven continents, taking roughly 70,000 vacationers on 
holiday every year. Collette Travel is also known as Collette Vacations.20 
 
For at least 25 years, the president and chief financial officer (CFO) of Collette 
Travel Services have been Dan Sullivan Jr. and John Galvin. After 25 years as 
CFO, Galvin left the company in January of 2015.21 

The Collette Charities in the U.S and Canada 
 
In 1997, Collette Travel established the Alice I. Sullivan Foundation, named after 
the wife of the company’s owner. In 2007 or thereabouts, the CEO and CFO of 
Collette Travel established a second charitable foundation, the Collette 
Foundation and in 2009, they founded a third charity, Collette Foundation 
Canada, a Canadian registered charity based in Mississauga, Ontario.22 

The Collette Foundation & Alice I. Sullivan Foundation 
 
REVENUE:  Since 2007, the two Collette charities in the U.S. had combined, total 
revenue of US$6.6 million (2007-2015). The revenue pattern of the Collette charities 
falls roughly into three periods. During the first three years, the charities were funded 
almost exclusively by Collette Travel. During the second period, from 2011 to 2013, 
the Collette charities were funded almost exclusively by Tides USA. In 2014, the 
Collette charities reverted to being funded mainly by Collette Travel and in 2015, 
they were again funded almost exclusively via Tides. 
 
Between 2007 and 2009, Collette Travel put approximately US$3 million into its 
charities, roughly US$1 million per year. In turn, these charities gave away a total of 
US$810,000 over the first three years (26 percent of total revenue) to a variety of 
organizations, both in the U.S. and abroad.  In 2010, things changed. Collette 
Travel provided its charities with less than US$45,000. Nonetheless, they gave away 
US$772,000 that year, drawing down assets that had been accumulated earlier. 
 
Between 2011 and 2013, neither of the Collette charities report revenue from  
Collette Travel. Both report revenue from Tides USA, a total of US$2.0 million (2011-2014). 
 
For 2014, the Alice I. Sullivan Foundation reports receiving US$160,000 from Tides.  
This payment, however, is not included among the grants listed by Tides in its 2014 
tax return. (Other discrepancies between the list of grantees published by Tides USA 
for 2014, and its U.S. tax return for the same year, have also been noted). 
 
Apart from Collette Travel and Tides, the Collette charities have almost no major 
donors. According to the tax returns for the two foundations, between 2007 and 
2015, fully 96 percent of total, combined revenue, apart from investment income, 
came from Collette Travel (US$3.8 million) and Tides (US$2.5 million). 
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EXPENDITURES:  Between 2007 and 2015, expenditures by the Collette charities 
totalled US$4.3 million. Of that, 98% went to grantees. The very low overhead is 
because the Collette charities are run by "employee volunteers" at Collette Travel.23 
Since 2010, the Collette charities have granted a total of US3.3 million. Of that, only 
US$25,000 (less than one percent) came to organizations in Canada.  In 2010, 
through Tides USA, Stanly Park got US$12,000 and the CKNW Orphans fund got 
US$11,000. In 2015, $2,000 was granted to Guelph University, presumably in Ontario. 
 
ASSETS:  As of 2015, the combined, total assets of the Collette charities were  
US$1.7 million, meaning that over the years, the Collette charities have dispersed 
roughly three quarters of the funds  received from Collette Travel & Tides USA. 
 

From Private Foundations To Public Charities 
 
Between 2007 and 2011, both Collette charities in Pawtucket were private 
foundations. As of 2012, both became public charities. In the U.S., this transition is 
common. Part of the incentive to qualify as a public charity is that the benefactor 
can deduct as much as 50% of adjusted gross income whereas a benefactor of a 
private foundation can deduct only 30%.24  The trade-off is that public foundations 
cannot be funded and controlled entirely by related parties. Public charities must 
have a governance structure that is at arm’s length and does not provide benefits 
to insiders (self-dealing). To qualify as a public charity, generally speaking at least 
one third of the charity’s annual support must come in the form of donations from 
members of the general public.25  
 

Covering Letters On Payments Made By The Tides Foundation (“Tides USA”) 
 
In November of 2013, during the course of research into the funding of 
environmental activism, the author of this report unexpectedly came across a large 
series of covering letters on payments made by Tides USA. At the time, Tides USA did 
not have a password on part of its server, Since the covering letters were 
searchable .pdf documents, they popped up in Google.  After a preliminary review, 
the author of this report wrote an article, published by The Financial Post, about the 
information contained in some of these covering letters with regards to the 
campaign against pipelines for Alberta oil.  Within hours of the publication of that 
article, the covering letters became inaccessible but the portal where they were 
originally found is still there: ftp://69-170-60-149.static-ip.telepacific.net/ 
 

Two Payments for US$278,000, July 26, 2013 
 
According to two covering letters on payments, In 2013, Tides USA made two 
payments to the attention of Mr. John Glavin, the CFO of Collette Travel:    
US$140,000 for the Collette Foundation and US$138,000 for the Alice I. Sullivan 
Foundation. According to the covering letters, both payments were made upon 

ftp://69-170-60-149.static-ip.telepacific.net/
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recommendation from Tides Canada Foundation (excerpts shown on the following 
pages). 
 
What did Tides Canada Foundation do with the funds that it received from Collette 
Foundation Canada? For 2011, 2012, 2014 and 2015, there does not appear to be 
any publicly available documentation that would enable this question to be 
answered. For 2013, the covering letters indicate that Tides Canada routed funds 
from Collette Foundation Canada to the Collette charities in the U.S.  

For 2013, the total amount paid to the Collette charities by Tides was US$734,000, 
according to U.S. tax returns filed by Tides. These returns indicate that Tides made a 
payment to each of the Collette charities for precisely the same amount: US$228,000. 
Covering letters corresponding to these payments were not found on-line.  
 

Collette Foundation Canada 
 
In its first year of financial activity, 2010, Collette Foundation Canada funded only 
one organization: Tides Canada Foundation, paid US$450,000.26 The following year, 
Tides USA granted the exact same amount, in American dollars, to one of the 
Collette charities, the Alice I. Sullivan Foundation.  Between 2011 and 2015, Collette 
Foundation Canada continued to fund Tides Canada Foundation, paying it a total 
of CAN$3.1 million. In fact, 96 percent of Collette Foundation Canada's revenue 
went to Tides Canada.27 Funding Tides Canada is nearly the only thing that Collette 
Foundation Canada did. It has no employees, no office expenses in Canada and 
no sources of revenue other than tax-receipted donations and a minor amount of 
investment income. 
 
During both 2010 and 2011, Collette Foundation Canada funded only one 
organization:  Tides Canada Foundation.28,29 In 2012, Collette Foundation Canada 
granted $575,000 to Tides Canada and also made much smaller grants to       
Stanley Park Ecological Society ($12,000), and Food Banks Canada ($5,000).30 
Collette Foundation Canada also funded these organizations in 2013 and 2014. The 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation also received a minor amount, CAN$500.31 
In 2015, Collette Foundation Canada granted $600,000 to Tides Canada as ell as 
$10,000 to Save The Children, $6,275 to Breakfast Club Canada, and $750 to other 
organizations.32  
 

 



 

 12 

 
 



 

 13 

 
 
 
 



 

 14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Of the total $2.6 million (2010 – 2014) that Collette Foundation Canada has granted, 
96 percent ($2.5 million) went to Tides Canada. The remaining 4 percent ($97,000) 
went to Stanley Park Ecological Centre ($45,500), the Peel Children’s Centre in 
Mississauga ($20,000), Food Banks Canada ($16,000), Surrey Food Bank Society 
($7,500), Associated Youth Services of Peel ($7,500) and the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation ($500).  Photos from media coverage of cheque 
presentations to the Peel Children’s Centre are shown above. 33,34,35 
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Canadian Registered Charities 
 
Under the Income Tax Act, Canadian charities can operate in two ways.36 A charity 
can carry out its own charitable activities or it can provide funding to eligible 
recipients called “qualified donees.”37  
 
The criteria for status as a qualified donee are clearly defined by the Canada 
Revenue Agency (CRA).38  Qualified donees include registered charities, Canadian 
amateur athletic associations, Canadian municipalities and a limited number of 
other organizations. Universities outside Canada also qualify if – and only if - the 
student body ordinarily includes students from Canada.  Likewise, a charitable 
organization outside Canada also qualifies if – and only if - Her Majesty The Queen 
has at some point made a gift to that organization. 
 
A registered charity ‘acts as a conduit’ when it accepts donations for which it typically 
issues tax-deductible receipts, and then funnels the money, without maintaining 
direction and control, to a non-qualified donee.39 Acting as a conduit is taken 
seriously by the CRA because charitable donations are tax deductible and 
government needs to ensure that tax deductions are not abused. Furthermore, 
charities must not fund ineligible recipients, neither knowingly nor because of 
inadequate direction and control over the organizations to which funds are provided. 
 
In general, charitable foundations in the U.S. are not qualified donees. There have 
been objections to this for years but at present, that’s the rule. What this means is 
that, The Tides Foundation in San Francisco (“Tides USA”) is not an eligible recipient 
of funds because it is not a qualified donee. As such, Tides Canada Foundation is 
not allowed to transfer funds to its parent organization except in specific 
circumstances under which Tides Canada Foundation has direction and control. 

Fees Charged by Tides USA & Tides Canada For Donor-Advised Funds 
 
Both Tides USA and Tides Canada provide funds via a mechanism called a 
“donor-advised fund.” For the administration of these funds, Tides USA and     
Tides Canada Foundation charge fees.40  At its web-site, Tides USA explains its  
fee scale, as follows: "Fees for an invested donor advised fund are assessed 
annually, based on the fund asset balances at year-end. Tides charges 1% on a 
fund’s first US$500,000, 0.75% on the next US$500,000, 0.5% of the next US$4 million, 
and 0.25% of any amount over US$5 million." According to that scale, Tides USA 
would have charged an estimated US$19,500 for processing the US$1.9 million 
that was granted to the Collette charities by Tides USA. 
 
Tides Canada Foundation administers two types of donor advised funds:  
Giving Funds and Legacy Funds. The minimum amount to open a Giving Fund  
is $5,000. Tides Canada charges 6% on the first $1,000 and 1.75% on the rest.  
A Legacy Fund can be opened with a minimum of $25,000. Tides Canada 
charges 1.75% on the first $500,000 and 1% on the balance.41  If Tides Canada 
Foundation charged Collette Foundation Canada these same fees, Tides 
Canada, would have charged $28,750 on $2.5 million (all figures in $CAN). 
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Response From Tides Canada 
 
Tides Canada has made known via the CBC and The Globe & Mail that it has been 
under audit by the CRA since 2011.42,43 During 2015, Tides Canada was asked several 
times about the results of its audit by the CRA. Tides Canada did not reply except to 
say by email that it was never audited for political activity. 

February 29, 2016: Tides Canada was again asked by e-mail about the results of its 
audit by the CRA. Tides Canada did not reply.  

March 1, 2016: Tides Canada was sent the list of questions presented in this report 
regarding funds received from Collette Foundation Canada and payments made 
to the Collette charities in Pawtucket, via the Tides Foundation in San Francisco. The 
letter concluded, “Overall, it looks to me as if Tides Canada Foundation has acted as a 
conduit to the Collette charities in Pawtucket and that since neither in The Tides Foundation 
nor the Collette charities are qualified donees, this is a violation of the Income Tax Act. If I 
have the wrong interpretation, please let me know.” Again, Tides Canada did not reply. 

March 17, 2016: Tides Canada was sent a draft of the present report, for review.    
Five days later, a representative of Tides Canada, Rachel Rocco, sent an e-mail 
stating, “The assumptions and conclusions in your draft ‘report’ relating to Tides Canada 
are not based in fact and are incorrect.” Tides Canada did not specify what was 
incorrect.  In that same email, Tides Canada also stated, “Tides Canada Foundation 
grants only to qualified donees in Canada.” 

March 22, 2016:  Tides Canada was asked by email to specify inaccuracies in the 
draft report. No reply. Tides Canada was emailed a list (Appendix 1) of the 32 donor-
advised funds for which covering letters on payments indicate that payments were 
made to organizations who are not qualified donees, and are outside Canada.  

March 24, 2016: Tides Canada replied by email, “Tides Canada never makes grants 
to organizations outside of Canada. Tides Canada only grants to qualified donees in 
Canada. No ‘payments’ from donor advised funds at Tides Canada have been 
made to foreign organizations. No organization other than Tides Canada has the 
ability to make ‘payments’ from donor advised funds in Tides Canada.” This 
statement is impossible to reconcile with the evidence in the covering letters.  

Response from Collette Travel 
 

On March 3, 2016, the office of Mr. Dan Sullivan, CEO of Collette Travel Services in 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island, was contacted by telephone with inquiries about the 
sources of revenue of the Collette charities. These questions were also sent in a 
follow-up email, the same day. No reply has been received despite several    
follow-up emails. This draft report was sent to Collette Travel on March 29, with a 
request for a response by April 8, 2016. No response was received. 

August 16, 2016: Tides Canada and Collette Travel were sent a revised version of this 
report, including figures from Tides Canada’s tax return for 2015. No reply received. 

October 24, 2016: Tides, Tides Canada & Collette Travel were sent this report and asked 
to reply if anything herein is factually incorrect. Reply requested by October 31, 2016. 
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Unanswered Questions 
 

On the basis of the observations and analysis presented in this report, the following 
questions are important and fair. These questions have been sent to Ross McMillan, 
CEO of Tides Canada. Mr. McMillan does not reply. 

 

1) How has Tides Canada Foundation spent the CAN$3.1 million that it received 
from Collette Foundation Canada between 2010 and 2015? How much of 
that CAN$3.1 million was forwarded to the Collette charities in Pawtucket, 
Rhode Island, via the Tides Foundation in San Francisco? 

 

2) Does Tides Canada Foundation charge a fee for processing payments such 
as the US$278,000 paid to the Collette charities in Pawtucket in 2013, via 
Tides in San Francisco? Tides Canada’s fee schedule indicates that              
Tides Canada charges 1.75% on the first $500,000 and 1% on the remainder. 
Were these fees charged to Collette Foundation Canada by Tides Canada? 

 

In addition to the questions which have been asked of Tides Canada Foundation,   
it is also fair to ask the following questions of Mr. Dan Sullivan, CEO of Collette Travel 
Services, and a trustee of all three Collette charities: 

 

1) Why did Collette Foundation Canada choose to fund its sister charities in 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island, indirectly through Tides Canada Foundation and 
the Tides Foundation in San Francisco, rather than directly? 

 

2) What is the origin of the CAN$3.5 million that Collette Foundation Canada 
has received in revenue (2010 – 2015)? Did these funds originate from 
Collette Travel Services?  Does Collette Foundation Canada have any 
significant donors other than Collette Travel Services? 

 

3) Of the $US2.5 million that the Collette charities in Pawtucket received from       
The Tides Foundation, how much went through Tides Canada, in addition to 
the US$278,000 in 2013? 

 

4) Did the Collette charities pay fees to The Tides Foundation and/or            
Tides Canada Foundation for re-granting funds through them? 
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Why This Matters 
 
On the part of Collette Foundation Canada, the problem here is that tax-
deductible receipts appear to have been issued for millions of dollars worth of 
charitable activity in Canada that never happened.  The end recipients of more 
than 98 percent of the grants from the Collette charities in Pawtucket are U.S.-
based and international organizations. Many of them support worthy causes but 
they are not qualified donees. This fact gets hidden when they money goes  
through Tides Canada. 
 

In the case described in this report, the charity that appears to have wrongly issued 
tax-deductible receipts for millions of dollars is Collette Foundation Canada. This 
would not have been possible, however, without the involvement of Tides Canada 
Foundation as a vehicle for forwarding funds back to the U.S. via the Tides 
Foundation in San Francisco.  
 
If the millions of tax-receipted dollars had been spent by either Collette Foundation 
Canada or Tides Canada on charitable activity in Canada, that would have been 
within the rules. But that does not appear to be what happened. By forwarding the 
money back to the Collette charities in the U.S., Tides Canada appears to have 
funded ineligible organizations outside of Canada and has enabled Collette 
Foundation Canada to flout the law. 
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Appendix I. 
 

Listed below are 32 funds held by Tides Canada Foundation. All of these funds are 
listed in Tides Canada’s annual reports.44 According to covering letters on payments, 
The Tides Foundation in San Francisco has made payments at the recommendation of 
Tides Canada Foundation, on behalf of all of these funds. In all cases, the beneficiary 
was an organization in the U.S. or overseas that is not a qualified donee. 

1. 7th Generation - Washington, DC 
2. Ashraya Initiative for Children Canada Fund - Atlanta, GA 
3. CANDI-Cats & Dogs International - Hauppauge, NY 
4. Canodia Fund - Phnom Penh 
5. CANRAD Fund - Nyilima Via Kisuma, Kenya 
6. Chaloult Wallace Fund - Bellingham, WA 
7. Chordoma Foundation Cancer Research Fund - Durham, NC 
8. Collette Foundation Canada Fund - Pawtucket, RI 
9. DLN Fund - New York, NY 
10. Erwin Kuechau Fund - Glendale, CA 
11. Etsiah Foundation Cameroonian Youth Fund - Limbe, Cameroon 
12. Foundation for Angelman Syndrome Therapeutics Fund - Downers Grove, IL 
13. Full Circle Small Grants Fund - Fairbanks, AK 
14. Global Security Institute Fund - Bala Cynwyd, PA 
15. Great Vow Zen Support Fund - Clatskanie, OR 
16. Hoops 4 Hope Fund - East Hampton, NY 
17. Joel & Dana Solomon Fund - San Francisco, CA 
18. JustWorld International Fund - Wellington, FL 
19. Keep A Child Alive Fund - Brooklyn, NY 
20. Lunapads Global Opportunity Fund - Utrecht, Netherlands 
21. Marisol Project Fund - Portland, OR 
22. Mastercard Foundation Fund - Silverspring, MD 
23. New Literacies Fund - Santa Fe, NM, Freehand, WA & San Francisco, CA 
24. Pathfinder International Fund - Watertown, MA 
25. Power of Giving Fund (Harvey McKinnon) - Newcastle, WA 
26. RefugePoint Fund - Boston, MA 
27. Simons Foundation Fund - New York, NY 
28. Sojourners Fund - Washington, DC 
29. St. Paul’s School Fund - Concord, NH 
30. Tibetan Nuns Project Fund - Seattle, WA 
31. Tyee Fellowship Fund - Seattle, WA 
32. Unity Productions Fund - Potomac Falls, VA 
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 31 

                                                                                                                                                                           
31&n=TIDES+CANADA+FOUNDATION&r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cra-
arc.gc.ca%3A80%2Febci%2Fhaip%2Fsrch%2Ft3010form23-
eng.action%3Fb%3D868947797RR0001%26amp%3Bfpe%3D2013-12-
31%26amp%3Bn%3DTIDES%2BCANADA%2BFOUNDATION%26amp%3Br%3Dhttp%253A%252F%
252Fwww.cra-arc.gc.ca%253A80%252Febci%252Fhaip%252Fsrch%252Fbasicsearchresult-
eng.action%253Fk%253Dtides%252Bcanada%2526amp%253Bs%253Dregistered%2526amp%2
53Bp%253D1%2526amp%253Bb%253Dtrue&p=2 
19 http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/ebci/haip/srch/t3010form23gifts-
eng.action?b=868947797RR0001&fpe=2015-12-
31&n=TIDES+CANADA+FOUNDATION&r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cra-
arc.gc.ca%3A80%2Febci%2Fhaip%2Fsrch%2Ft3010form23-
eng.action%3Fb%3D868947797RR0001%26amp%3Bfpe%3D2015-12-
31%26amp%3Bn%3DTIDES%2BCANADA%2BFOUNDATION%26amp%3Br%3Dhttp%253A%252F%
252Fwww.cra-arc.gc.ca%253A80%252Febci%252Fhaip%252Fsrch%252Fbasicsearchresult-
eng.action%253Fk%253Dtides%252Bcanada%2526amp%253Bs%253Dregistered%2526amp%2
53Bp%253D1%2526amp%253Bb%253Dtrue&p=7 
20 http://www.gocollette.com/en-ca 
21 https://www.linkedin.com/in/john-galvin-3196b316 
22 http://www.collettefoundation.org/blog/ 
23 http://www.collettefoundation.org/blog/?page_id=2 
24 https://www.irs.gov/Charities-&-Non-Profits/Charitable-Organizations/Charitable-
Contribution-Deductions 
25 http://wilkinsonmazzeo.com/differences-behind-various-non-profit-models/ 
26 http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/ebci/haip/srch/t3010form22gifts-
eng.action?b=819144098RR0001&fpe=2010-12-
31&n=Collette+Foundation+Canada&r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cra-
arc.gc.ca%3A80%2Febci%2Fhaip%2Fsrch%2Ft3010form22-
eng.action%3Fb%3D819144098RR0001%26amp%3Bfpe%3D2010-12-
31%26amp%3Bn%3DCollette%2BFoundation%2BCanada%26amp%3Br%3Dhttp%253A%252F%
252Fwww.cra-arc.gc.ca%253A80%252Febci%252Fhaip%252Fsrch%252Fbasicsearchresult-
eng.action%253Fk%253Dcollette%252Bfoundation%252Bcanada%2526amp%253Bs%253Dreg
istered%2526amp%253Bp%253D1%2526amp%253Bb%253Dtrue 
27 http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/ebci/haip/srch/t3010form22quickview-
eng.action?r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cra-
arc.gc.ca%3A80%2Febci%2Fhaip%2Fsrch%2Fbasicsearchresult-
eng.action%3Fk%3Dcollette%2Bfoundation%2Bcanada%26amp%3Bs%3Dregistered%26amp
%3Bp%3D1%26amp%3Bb%3Dtrue&fpe=2014-12-
31&b=819144098RR0001&n=ColletteFoundationCanada 
28 http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/ebci/haip/srch/t3010form22gifts-
eng.action?b=819144098RR0001&fpe=2010-12-
31&n=Collette+Foundation+Canada&r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cra-
arc.gc.ca%3A80%2Febci%2Fhaip%2Fsrch%2Ft3010form22-
eng.action%3Fb%3D819144098RR0001%26amp%3Bfpe%3D2010-12-
31%26amp%3Bn%3DCollette%2BFoundation%2BCanada%26amp%3Br%3Dhttp%253A%252F%
252Fwww.cra-arc.gc.ca%253A80%252Febci%252Fhaip%252Fsrch%252Fbasicsearchresult-
eng.action%253Fk%253Dcollette%252Bfoundation%252Bcanada%2526amp%253Bs%253Dregi
stered%2526amp%253Bp%253D1%2526amp%253Bb%253Dtrue 
29 http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/ebci/haip/srch/t3010form22gifts-
eng.action?b=819144098RR0001&fpe=2011-12-
31&n=Collette+Foundation+Canada&r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cra-
arc.gc.ca%3A80%2Febci%2Fhaip%2Fsrch%2Ft3010form22-



 

 32 

                                                                                                                                                                           
eng.action%3Fb%3D819144098RR0001%26amp%3Bfpe%3D2011-12-
31%26amp%3Bn%3DCollette%2BFoundation%2BCanada%26amp%3Br%3Dhttp%253A%252F%
252Fwww.cra-arc.gc.ca%253A80%252Febci%252Fhaip%252Fsrch%252Fbasicsearchresult-
eng.action%253Fk%253Dcollette%252Bfoundation%252Bcanada%2526amp%253Bs%253Dregi
stered%2526amp%253Bp%253D1%2526amp%253Bb%253Dtrue 
30 http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/ebci/haip/srch/t3010form22gifts-
eng.action?b=819144098RR0001&fpe=2012-12-
31&n=Collette+Foundation+Canada&r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cra-
arc.gc.ca%3A80%2Febci%2Fhaip%2Fsrch%2Ft3010form22-
eng.action%3Fb%3D819144098RR0001%26amp%3Bfpe%3D2012-12-
31%26amp%3Bn%3DCollette%2BFoundation%2BCanada%26amp%3Br%3Dhttp%253A%252F%
252Fwww.cra-arc.gc.ca%253A80%252Febci%252Fhaip%252Fsrch%252Fbasicsearchresult-
eng.action%253Fk%253Dcollette%252Bfoundation%252Bcanada%2526amp%253Bs%253Dregi
stered%2526amp%253Bp%253D1%2526amp%253Bb%253Dtrue 
31 http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/ebci/haip/srch/t3010form23gifts-
eng.action?b=819144098RR0001&fpe=2014-12-
31&n=Collette+Foundation+Canada&r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cra-
arc.gc.ca%3A80%2Febci%2Fhaip%2Fsrch%2Ft3010form23-
eng.action%3Fb%3D819144098RR0001%26amp%3Bfpe%3D2014-12-
31%26amp%3Bn%3DCollette%2BFoundation%2BCanada%26amp%3Br%3Dhttp%253A%252F%
252Fwww.cra-arc.gc.ca%253A80%252Febci%252Fhaip%252Fsrch%252Fbasicsearchresult-
eng.action%253Fk%253Dcollette%252Bfoundation%252Bcanada%2526amp%253Bs%253Dregi
stered%2526amp%253Bp%253D1%2526amp%253Bb%253Dtrue 
32 http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/ebci/haip/srch/t3010form23gifts-
eng.action?b=819144098RR0001&fpe=2015-12-
31&n=Collette+Foundation+Canada&r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cra-
arc.gc.ca%3A80%2Febci%2Fhaip%2Fsrch%2Ft3010form23-
eng.action%3Fb%3D819144098RR0001%26amp%3Bfpe%3D2015-12-
31%26amp%3Bn%3DCollette%2BFoundation%2BCanada%26amp%3Br%3Dhttp%253A%252F%
252Fwww.cra-arc.gc.ca%253A80%252Febci%252Fhaip%252Fsrch%252Fbasicsearchresult-
eng.action%253Fk%253Dcollette%252Bfoundation%252Bcanada%2526amp%253Bs%253Dregi
stered%2526amp%253Bp%253D1%2526amp%253Bb%253Dtrue 
33 http://www.mississauga.com/news-story/4338139-collette-foundation-donates-17-500-to-
community-partners/ 
34 http://www.pcyi.org/in-the-news?news_id=114 
35 http://www.peelcc.org/en/news/175 
36 http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/chrts/plcy/cgd/ntrmdry-eng.html#N101CF 
37 http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/chrts/plcy/cgd/ntrmdry-eng.html#N103DB 
38 http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/chrts/plcy/cgd/ntrmdry-eng.html#N103B2 
39 http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/chrts/plcy/cgd/ntrmdry-eng.html#N103DB 
40 https://www.tides.org/i-want-to/invest-with-values-further-my-mission/open-an-invested-donor-
advised-fund/ 
41 http://tidescanada.org/approach/strategic-philanthropy/open-a-donor-advised-fund/types-of-
funds/ 
42 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=az8iD0PP_W4 
43 http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/asking-some-fair-questions-of-
tides-canada/article4105885/ 
44 http://tidescanada.org/about-us/reports-publications/ 


	Notice and Disclaimer
	Contents
	Figures
	Tables
	Who Is Tides Canada?
	Organizations Funded by Tides Canada
	Collette  Travel Services, Pawtucket, Rhode Island
	The Collette Charities in the U.S and Canada
	The Collette Foundation & Alice I. Sullivan Foundation
	EXPENDITURES:  Between 2007 and 2015, expenditures by the Collette charities totalled US$4.3 million. Of that, 98% went to grantees. The very low overhead is because the Collette charities are run by "employee volunteers" at Collette Travel.  Since 20...
	From Private Foundations To Public Charities
	Covering Letters On Payments Made By The Tides Foundation (“Tides USA”)
	Two Payments for US$278,000, July 26, 2013
	For 2013, the total amount paid to the Collette charities by Tides was US$734,000, according to U.S. tax returns filed by Tides. These returns indicate that Tides made a payment to each of the Collette charities for precisely the same amount: US$228,0...
	Collette Foundation Canada
	Rules for Canadian Registered Charities
	Fees Charged by Tides USA & Tides Canada For Donor-Advised Funds
	Response From Tides Canada
	Response from Collette Travel
	Unanswered Questions
	Why This Matters

