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To: John Bromley, Blake Bromley

As you are aware, since January I have been concerned about the future of Quest University and the financial activity of your charities.  In the attached

article, I have summarized my analysis and my hope for a positive outcome for Quest. I hope that you will take this seriously.

I have posted this draft article at my blog: https://fairquestions.typepad.com/rethink_campaigns/2020/06/how-to-save-quest-university.html

I will not tweet this article until next week in order to allow you a few days to get back to me with any comments that you may have.

Please let me know if I have stated anything that is factually incorrect or if I have missed any important points. Also, if you would like me to add a comment

of a quote from you, please let me know.

If I do not hear from you before the end the day tomorrow, Friday, June 19, 2020, I will assume that you do not dispute anything that I have stated here.

Sincerely,

Vivian Krause

(604) 618-8110

How to Sav…2020 DRAFT

173.45 KB

DownloadOpen in Pages

Draft Article, "How To Save Quest University"

June 18, 2020 at 7�38 AM

From VIVIAN KRAUSE

To blake@beneficgroup.com, john@chimp.net

Cc Michael Cahen, Neil Bunker

How to Sav…2020 DRAFT.docx 173.45 KB

https://fairquestions.typepad.com/rethink_campaigns/2020/06/how-to-save-quest-university.html
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Mr. Bromley,

Thank you for taking time to reply so promptly to my e-mail earlier this morning.

Your e-mail, below, says that my concern about Quest "began January 2010." Actually, it was January of 2020 that I became concerned about Quest, not

2010. I am not aware of any documents in which I have said that my concerns for Quest began 10 years ago. If you have seen any such reference, it must be

because of a typo on my part. Or perhaps you made a typo? Either way, I hope we can agree that this is a minor and insignificant point.

As for your comments about my uncle, attached please find my e-mail to you, dated March 3, 2020, for your reference. As you'll see, I readily acknowledged

that one sentence in my 20 page report was unclear. I thanked you for pointing that out to me and assured you that I would revise that sentence, which I

did. I also assured you that I would rectify any further inaccuracies that you might draw to my attention. However, I did not hear back from you about that.

In light of the above, I hope that you will please reconsider my request to provide your feedback on the draft article that I sent to you earlier today. I would

be most grateful for your feedback and most willing to make any revisions or corrections necessary in order to ensure that what I write about you and your

organization is accurate and fair.

Sincerely,

Vivian

Vivian Krause

(604) 618-8110 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Blake Bromley <blake@beneficgroup.com>

Date: 6/18/2020

To: VIVIAN KRAUSE <vivian.krause@me.com>

Cc: Michael Cahen <michael.cahen@chimp.net>,Neil Bunker <neil.p.bunker@pwc.com>,"john@chimp.net" <john@chimp.net>

Subject: RE: Draft Article, "How To Save Quest University"

Ms. Krause:

 

According to your own representation, your concern about the future of Quest began January 2010. My active involvement in making it possible for

Quest to come into existence so that it could have a future predates your concern by more than 2 decades. My involvement goes back years before

Quest came into existence and filed T3010 s̓.

 

Your article is riddled with errors. In the past I responded to some of your writing and we quickly came to a disagreement as to what “truth” was on

something as objective as to the facts and as recent as our respective interactions with your uncle. We even disagreed on the simple fact as to whether

you or I had introduced your uncle into the conversation.

 

If we cannot agree on the facts on something as simple and recent as that interaction, there is no point in me engaging you as to the truth of not only

facts, but assumptions, on complex transactions over the past 2 decades. My comment is that a multitude of your facts are incorrect and the majority

of your assumptions are also incorrect.

 

Blake Bromley

 

From: VIVIAN KRAUSE <vivian.krause@me.com> 

 

Sent: June 18, 2020 8�38 AM

 

To: Blake Bromley <blake@beneficgroup.com>; john@chimp.net

 

Cc: Michael Cahen <michael.cahen@chimp.net>; Neil Bunker <neil.p.bunker@pwc.com>

 

Subject: Draft Article, "How To Save Quest University"

 

To: John Bromley, Blake Bromley

 

As you are aware, since January I have been concerned about the future of Quest University and the financial activity of your charities.  In the attached

article, I have summarized my analysis and my hope for a positive outcome for Quest. I hope that you will take this seriously.

 

I have posted this draft article at my blog: https://fairquestions.typepad.com/rethink_campaigns/2020/06/how-to-save-quest-university.html

I will not tweet this article until next week in order to allow you a few days to get back to me with any comments that you may have.

 

Please let me know if I have stated anything that is factually incorrect or if I have missed any important points. Also, if you would like me to add a

comment of a quote from you, please let me know.

 

If I do not hear from you before the end the day tomorrow, Friday, June 19, 2020, I will assume that you do not dispute anything that I have stated here.

 

Sincerely,

Fwd: Draft Article, "How To Save Quest University"

June 18, 2020 at 1�18 PM

From VIVIAN KRAUSE

To blake@beneficgroup.com

Cc john@chimp.net, Neil Bunker

e-mail to …3March2020.pdf 2.37 MB

mailto:john@chimp.net
https://fairquestions.typepad.com/rethink_campaigns/2020/06/how-to-save-quest-university.html
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Vivian Krause

(604) 618-8110
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I will be sure to indicate clearly in my report that the total amount of tax-receipted donations in a given year does not necessarily come from a single
donation. I will also make any other clarifications or corrections that you suggest during the remainder of this week. If you need more time, just let me
know.

mailto:john@chimp.net
mailto:blake@beneficgroup.com
mailto:vivian.krause@me.com
mailto:blake@beneficgroup.com
mailto:john@chimp.net
mailto:michael.cahen@chimp.net
mailto:michael@cahen.net
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Please note that I am still in the final stages of fact-checking and writing, so some parts of this draft may be revised.  

https://fairquestions.typepad.com/rethink_campaigns/2020/02/bromley-analysis-tables.html
https://fairquestions.typepad.com/rethink_campaigns/2020/02/50-bromley-charities.html
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How to Save Quest University 
 

 

Vivian Krause 

June 19, 2020 

 

 

Quest University, a privately funded, post-secondary institution located in Squamish, B.C, 

is in financial trouble. Unable to pay a $20 million mortgage to a charitable foundation, 

Quest is now in creditor protection until August 10. 

 

Not only Quest is in peril, the reputation of British Columbia as a trustworthy place to pay 

for a pricey, post-secondary education is also on the line. Half of Quest’s students are 

international. 

 

Quest is also a major employer and an important part of the Squamish economy. 

 

Fortunately, there is a solution. 

 

To save Quest, one must begin with how it was created in the first place and some 

background about the main players in its history. 

 

The founders of Quest were David Strangeway, the late President of the University of 

British Columbia, Peter Ufford, a former UBC Vice-President and Stewart Blusson, a 

geologist and pioneer in the Canadian diamond industry. 

 

Quest was Strangeway’s brainchild but he appears to have become disheartened by 

its financing and distanced himself before the university even opened. 

 

Stewart Blusson was given the Order of Canada and is credited with having contributed 

roughly $100 million to Quest. 

 

In hindsight, it looks as it Quest was conceived in part as a tax write-off and a property 

development project but instead of a golf course or a ski resort as the focal point, they 

chose a university. 

 

Financial arrangements for Quest were done through a junta of charities created by 

Blake Bromley, a Vancouver lawyer known for high-end tax planning. Bromley claims to 

have registered 65o charities and executed $2 billion in tax-receipted donations. Of the 

650 charities, at least 50 have been involved in various ways in the handling of funds 

that originated from the charities that created Quest. These charities, referred to here 

as "Bromley charities," share a common core of directors, most of whom are Bromley's 

employees and associates. Most of the Bromley charities use the same address as his 

business. As such, these charities appear less like autonomous entities and more like 

multiple pockets in the same pair of pants. 
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According to their tax returns, ten Bromley charities contributed funds towards the 

creation of Quest University. These ten  reported a combined total of $530 million in tax-

receipted donations. But of that, only about $90 million has been spent on charity; 

roughly $30 million was gifted to Quest and about $60 million went to other legitimate 

causes, according to my detailed analysis. What this means is that the dollar value of 

the actual charity that was funded by these Bromley charities falls short of the tax-

receipted amount by HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS of dollars. Remaining assets do not nearly 

account for the large gap between tax-receipted donations and charitable 

expenditures. 

 

Two of the main charities that were involved in creating Quest are Sea to Sky 

Foundation (“Sea to Sky”) and the Stewart & Marilyn Blusson Foundation (“Blusson 

Foundation”). Sea to Sky Foundation closed voluntarily once Quest was up and running. 

Two other Bromley charities that played key roles in the start-up of Quest, Canadian 

Education Forum and Theanon Foundation have been shut down by the Canada 

Revenue Agency because of serious non-compliance. 

 

Back in 2001, Quest began with the purchase of 97 hectares of land for $1.7 million. That 

purchase was made by a private company (614046 B.C. Ltd.) whose sole director is 

Greg Kerfoot, a co-owner of the Vancouver Whitecaps soccer team. Over the past 20 

years, Kerfoot has directed two charities (C&R Foundation and Loyalty Foundation) that 

have reported more than $100 million in tax-receipted donations. C & R Foundation, 

now closed, gave $3.2 million to the Bromley charities that created Quest. In total, the 

Kerfoot charities have given away $36.6 million (2002-2011) and have since been 

largely inactive. 

 

For the construction of the campus buildings, Sea to Sky took out an initial mortgage for 

$10 million from the Stewart & Marilyn Blusson Foundation. Then, in 2006, Sea to Sky gave 

Quest a mortgage for $75 million. That was followed by another mortgage to Quest for 

$65 million from Stewart Blusson himself. If Quest had received the cash value of those 

three mortgages, $145 million in total, Quest should be debt free today. So what 

happened? Not even Quest’s current Board of Governors seems entirely in the know.  

 

Over the course of its short history, there have been many changes to Quest's board. 

None of the current governors were around when Quest began. 

 

From what limited information is provided in publicly available tax returns and financial 

statements, it appears that the $75 million from Sea to Sky wasn’t spent on campus 

construction. It just sat on the books. Likewise, the $65 million mortgage that Quest 

received in 2012, long after much of the campus was built, was cancelled in 2014. 

 

One of the important unanswered questions is why the Bromley charities that created 

Quest gave it mortgages rather than gifts. Sea to Sky, whose sole purpose was the 

creation of Quest, reported $89 million in tax-receipted donations. The Blusson 

Foundation reported $123 million. Global Charity Fund reported $70 million and yet 

these three charities gave Quest a combined total of only $24 million, according to 

their tax returns. Why wasn’t more given as gifts rather than mortgages and loans? 
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As for the land, Quest’s original 97 hectares was divided into five large Lots. Quest got 

only Lot 1, only 24 of the original 97 hectares. 

 

According to an agreement (Sea to Sky University Sub Area Plan) with the District of 

Squamish, Lots 2 to 5 were to be developed in part to fund the university’s construction 

and provide an endowment. Unfortunately, the details of the endowment commitment 

were not spelled out clearly. Residents of Squamish who attended the early community 

meetings about Quest say that Sea to Sky promised to use some proceeds from Lots 2 

to 5 to build the campus and provide an endowment. But that hasn’t happened. At 

least not yet. 

 

The property developers and Bromley charities that got title to Lots 2-5 have taken out 

mortgages for at least $136 million meanwhile Quest teeters on the verge of 

receivership. 

 

Right out of the gate, Lot 2 was transferred to a property developer. Lot 3 went through 

the hands of two Bromley charities (Blusson Foundation and Global Charity Fund) and is 

now in the hands of the same developer as Lot 2. 

 

Lot 4, which accounts for 40 of the original 97 hectares, was split into two. One part, 

now known as Parcel A, was given to the Blusson Foundation. Its title was then 

transferred to Global Charity Fund. Publicly available mortgage documents show that 

against Parcel A, Blusson Foundation took out a $20 Million mortgage to cover a 

reclamation liability, an expense of Blusson’s diamond business. Last fall, that mortgage 

was doubled to $40 Million. 

 

The diamond business, Dominion Diamonds, is also in trouble. It went into creditor 

protection in April and has since commenced legal action against its business partner. 

 

Lot 5, was transferred first to Wall Financial Corp. and then to Almoner Foundation, 

another Bromley charity. 

 

Over the years, as Lots 2 to 5 have changed hands between property developers and 

Bromley charities, multi-million dollar charitable donations have been made but instead 

of the funds going to Quest, gifts have been made to Charitable Impact Foundation, 

formerly known as CHIMP Foundation, a Vancouver charity run by two of Blake 

Bromley’s sons, John and Clif. 

 

Since 2011, Chimp’s assets have soared from zero to $202 million. Canadian tax returns 

show that at least $120 million of the $202 million was gifted to CHIMP by the Bromley 

charities involved in the early sale and development of Quest lands. For example, in 

2017 Eden Glen Foundation, a Bromley charity, sold a section of the original Quest land 

to a real estate development company run by Michael Hutchinson, a Squamish-based 

property developer. Eden Glen subsequently made a donation of $10.5 million but not 

to Quest. Eden Glen gave $10.5 million to CHIMP. Documentation pertaining to this 

particular land sale and $10.5 million donation were outlined in a detailed letter sent to 

John Bromley and Blake Bromley in May. None of the facts presented have since been 

disputed by either Blake or John Bromley. 



	 4	

 

Whether the $120 million is backed by the current value of tangible assets is unclear. 

Some of the gifts are clearly mortgages. For example, Foundation For Public Good 

gifted nearly $34 million to CHIMP. At least $20 million of that was a mortgage to Quest. 

 

Trying to make ends meet, Quest took out a series of six loans from Global Charity Fund. 

In 2014, these loans were consolidated into the $20 million mortgage at 15 percent per 

annum, held by Foundation For Public Good, another Bromley charity. That mortgage 

was transferred to Chimp in 2016 which transferred it to Vanchorverve Foundation in 

2018. 

 

The Bromley charities involved in handling Quest mortgages and other funds that have 

been generated from the sale of Quest lands have paid hefty fees for professional and 

consulting services. For example, Sea to Sky Foundation paid fees for a total of $1.9 

million. Global Charity paid fees of $926,000 in 2011 alone. Foundation for Public Good 

paid $520,000 in fees. To whom these fees were paid, and for what purpose, is not 

reported in publicly available information. 

 

According to my analysis of tax returns that are publicly available at the web-site of the 

Canada Revenue Agency, at least 50 Bromley charities have been involved in 

receiving and re-granting funds that stem from the charities involved in creating Quest. 

These 50 charities have reported paying more than $28 million in fees (2003-2018), 

presumably for a variety of services. On top of that, CHIMP Foundation alone has paid 

$23 million in fees to a private company, CHIMP Technology Inc., run by John Bromley, 

Blake Bromley’s son. CHIMP Technology provides human resources and other services to 

CHIMP Foundation. Evidently, the Bromley charities do have money. 

 

In November  of 2019, Quest’s mortgage held by Vanchorverve Foundation came due 

and Blake Bromley came for his money. Unable to pay, Quest sought creditor 

protection in January of this year. As part of an alternative financing proposal, Bromley 

demanded the resignation of four members of Quest’s Board of Governors to be 

replaced by appointees of Blake Bromley. In March, the Honourable Madam Justice 

Fitzpatrick of the  B.C. Supreme Court refused Bromley's proposal, characterizing it as “a 

not-so-transparent attempt to seize control of Quest's board.” Furthermore, Judge 

Fitzpatrick ruled, "While not supported by any direct evidence, there is sufficient 

evidence here to support a reasonable inference that those efforts are at least 

intended to secure control of the future sale and development of Quest’s development 

lands for VF’s own benefit or the benefit of other organizations with which VF or Mr. 

Bromley are involved." 

 

Indeed, Section 12 of the Sea to Sky Act that legislated Quest into being as a degree-

granting institution stipulates that if Quest were to be dissolved, its remaining assets 

would be transferred to registered charities at the discretion of the board. 

 

Incidentally, the lawyer for Vanchorverve Foundation, Max Wolisky, and one of its 

directors, Leslie Brandlmayr are the same individuals who signed for a doubling of the 

mortgage held by Global Charity Fund to $40 million, to the benefit Blusson’s diamond 

business. Obviously they can raise cash. 
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So, what is the solution to Quest’s financial predicament? Its obvious. For those who 

have built hundreds of expensive homes on the Quest lands and made millions, its time 

to cough up. Its time to give back. After all, the presidents and directors of charities that 

report HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS of dollars in tax-receipted donations are supposed to 

ensure that their charities benefit charitable causes. Not themselves. 

 

With $202 million in assets, CHIMP should have no trouble forgiving Quest’s mortgage for 

$20 million. 
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