
27/10/10 10:09 AMUntitled

Page 1 of 3

Print Message

Mayor Robertson,

I don't seem to have received any reply to my letter (attached) of 23 September 2010 so I am writing
to to reiterate my questions about the origin of campaign contributions given to Vision Vancouver.
 My main question is this: Did any of the campaign contributions that Vision Vancouver received
from Interdependent Investments Ltd. or other sources, originate from a registered charity? Here's why
I ask this question:

1) Vision Vancouver has reported a substantial amount of campaign finance from Joel Solomon and
from individuals and companies who appear to me to be affiliated in various ways with two non-
profits with which Joel Solomon is involved: the Endswell Foundation and Tides Canada, a registered
charity of which you are a former board member. According to the Vancouver SUN, Joel Solomon
was the 2nd largest financial contributor to the 2008 Vancouver municipal election campaign, 2nd only
to CUPE, British Columbia's largest labour union. Apparently Joel Solomon brought in $330,000
including $111,194 from three Tides-affiliated P.R. companies  (Strategic Communications,
Communiciopia and Convergence Communications) and $70,469 from Renewal Partners.

2) As it appears to me, Joel Solomon actively campaigned while involved with at least six Tides-
affiliated charities: the U.S. Tides Foundation (where he is Chairman of the board), Tides Canada
(where he is Vice-Chair), Tides Canada Initiatives Society, Endswell, Salal and Nextwave. U.S. tax
returns say that Joel Solomon is the president of the Endswell Foundation and that, according to my
calculations, he has been paid $US 872,519 since 1997 (including payments to "JSCO").

3) Funding from foreign charities appears to me to account for a substantial portion of the revenue of
Tides Canada.  U.S. tax returns indicate that Tides Canada has been paid nearly $57 million by
American foundations since 2000.

4) As it appears to me, one of the contributions from a source related to Joel Solomon was a total of
$6,000 from Interdependent Investments Ltd.: $5,000 in 2008, and $1,000 in June of 2010. The B.C.
Company Summary for Interdependent Investments Ltd. says that the president is Joel Solomon and
that the secretary is Martha Burton. As I understand, Martha Burton is the Treasurer of Vision
Vancouver.

5) For the 2010 contribution of $1,000 from Interdependent Investments Ltd, the address given is Unit
200 163 W Hastings Street. This is the same address that is given by both Martha Burton and Joel
Solomon in the B.C. Company Summary for Interdependent Investments Ltd.  This address has also
been given in some references to Endswell, Renewal2, Hollyhock, and Tides Canada. For the 2008
contribution of $5,000, the address given for Interdependent Investments Ltd. is Unit 610-220 Cambie
Street in Vancouver. Referring to Renewal Partners, the Endswell Foundation and Tides Canada, Joel
Solomon once wrote that "all called 220 Cambie home at some point."

6) My calculations based on U.S. tax returns show that since 1997, the Endswell Foundation has paid
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$1,200,948 to Interdependent Investments, including amounts paid to "IIL Ltd." For the reasons given
in my e-mail to Martha Burton, I believe that "IIL Ltd." is an abbreviation for Interdependent
Investments Ltd.

7) I believe that there are outstanding questions about how the Endswell Foundation has spent $11.4
million since 2003. That includes the $1.2 million paid to Interdependent Investments Ltd.

I would also like to express my concern about the multiple positions that seem to be held by the
current Treasurer of Vision Vancouver, Martha Burton.  As far as I can tell, Ms. Burton is or has been
simultaneously involved with at least seven Tides-affiliated charities and businesses. In one of her
positions, Ms. Burton is the Sr. Vice-President of the Endswell Foundation ("Endswell") where her
salary nearly doubled in one year, from $72,036 to $135,325, according to U.S. tax returns.  As Sr.
Vice-President of Endswell, Martha Burton's boss, I presume, is the president of Endswell, Joel
Solomon. Martha Burton is also Sr. Vice President at Renewal Partners, where Joel Solomon is CEO.
 In summary, it seems to me that Martha Burton and Joel Solomon work together very closely in a
series of charities, businesses and in Vision Vancouver.

Is it not a conflict for the Sr. Vice-President of Renewal Partners to be the Treasurer of Vision
Vancouver?  In other words, is it not a conflict of interest for a senior employee at political party's
biggest financial backer to also be the Treasurer of that same political party?

If I have stated anything above that is factually incorrect, or if I have missed any important points,
please let me know.

Sincerely,

Vivian Krause

c.c. Ms. Martha Burton, Mr. Joel Solomon


