
361 King Road EAST
North Vancouver, BC V7N 1H8

16 March 2010

Ms. Catherine Stewart, Campaign Manager, Salmon Farming
Living Oceans Society
207 W. Hastings St., Suite 1405
Vancouver, BC V6B 1H7

Dear Catherine,

RE: American Funding to Living Oceans Society and CAAR

In December of 2009, you wrote in a Vancouver Island newspaper, "CAAR (the Coastal Alliance
for Aquaculture Reform) decides on campaign efforts, not U.S. funders…. What funders do not do
is dictate to CAAR what the plan should be."1

The fact is, Living Oceans Society is part of the Conservation Alliance for Seafood Solutions
which is heavily funded by the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, based in California.2

Since 2000, the Packard foundation has granted about $US 75 Million to sway the seafood
market, especially for salmon.3  This included about $US 3.4 Million paid to consulting firms to
"guide" grantees, provide communication assistance and co-ordinate efforts (Table 1).  And yet,
its CAAR who's calling the shots?

In 2009, the Packard foundation granted $125,000 to Living Oceans Society to "phase-out" the
farmed salmon markets campaign. If its CAAR that is calling the shots, perhaps you can tell us
why the Farmed and Dangerous campaign is being phased out?

Early in 2010, the Packard foundation granted $100,000 to Living Oceans Society "To strengthen
social media strategies and build a senior management team to lead the implementation of the
new strategic plan." What's the new strategic plan? Who's the management team that's going to
be "strengthened" with U.S. funds?

If Living Oceans Society is calling the shots, why did the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
re-write the titles and stated purposes of four grants for a total of $US 3 million for demarketing
farmed salmon - including two grants for $US 1.5 million to Living Oceans Society?4

According to information received by telephone from Revenue Canada, Living Oceans Society is
NOT a registered Canadian charity. If so, how has Living Oceans "Society" received more than
$US 6.6 million from two U.S. foundations alone? (Table 2).

I am not opposed to American funding. I believe it should be out in the open.

Sincerely,

Vivian Krause

                                      
1 Stewart, C.  Letter to the Editor: Fish Farms. Published in the Campbell River Mirror, 3 December 2009.
2 http://www.solutionsforseafood.org/
3 http://fairquestions.typepad.com/fishfarmfuss/2010/02/75-million-packard.html
4 http://fairquestions.typepad.com/fishfarmfuss/2010/01/grants-rewritten-by-moore.html
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Table 1.  Grants from the David and Lucille Packard Foundation for
                Projects with Large Seafood Retailers (2000 - 2009):  $12,705,725

Packard-
Funded
Organization

Year Stated Purpose Amount Granted by the
Packard Foundation

Greenpeace 2009 To lead a North American retailer campaign $     300,000
Environmental
Defense

2008 For the major buyer partnership strategy, consumer awareness,
and efforts to explore sustainable fish feed options. $     550,000

Ecofish 2005 A "program-related investment" in a Wal-Mart supplier $  1,600,000
2004-
2006

FishWise point-of-sale labeling (2004 - 2008) $   975,000

2007-
2008

FishChoice, an on-line database to bring together suppliers and
buyers of sustainable seafood $   444,246

Sustainable
Fishery
Advocates

2009 For general support $   445,000

$  1,864,276

2002
Support for the Global Sustainable-Seafood-Sourcing Initiative
to improve the purchasing decisions of a major supermarket
chain.

 $     50,000

2005 For the ChoiceCatch program, a private-sector NGO partnership
for more sustainable seafood consumption. $   185,000

2006 For the ChoiceCatch program, a private-sector NGO partnership
for more sustainable seafood consumption. $   185,000

2007 For strategic planning for ChoiceCatch. $     50,000

2007 For the ChoiceCatch program, a private-sector NGO partnership
for more sustainable seafood consumption. $   310,000

2008 For the ChoiceCatch program, a private-sector NGO partnership
for more sustainable seafood consumption. $   310,000

New England
Aquarium Corp.

2009 For the Sustainable Seafood Advisory Services, a private-sector
NGO partnership for more sustainable seafood consumption $   305,000

$  1,395,000

2006 To improve the environmental performance of  Wal-Mart’s
source fisheries. $   700,000

2007 To improve the environmental performance of Wal-Mart’s
source fisheries $   700,000

To support MSC certification and to encourage and support
commitments of major buyers to source sustainable seafood,
including Wal-Mart.

$   975,000
2008

To transfer project coordination of the Wal-Mart engagement to
the Marine Stewardship Council, and to undertake a study of the
feasibility of developing an aquaculture certification program.

$   250,000

World Wildlife
Fund Inc.

2009
To support certification and to encourage and support
commitments of major buyers to source sustainable seafood,
including Wal-Mart.

$   950,000

$  3,575,000

To initiate design of a strategic learning and evaluation model
for nearly twenty NGOs involved in the Major Buyer Initiative $   575,000

FSG Inc.
2008 For Phase II of a strategic learning and evaluation model for

nearly twenty NGOs involved in the Major Buyer Initiative $   559,479

2006
For Harnessing the Power of Seafood Retailers, a project of the
Sustainable Fisheries Partnership, to develop actionable
fisheries information and fisheries improvement partnerships.

$   700,000

Trust for
Conservation
Innovation 2008

For a project of the Conservation and Community Investment
Forum and California Environmental Associates to determine
whether major buyer NGOs are equipped to handle requests
from seafood businesses so as to maximize conservation
potential.

$     36,500

2008
To provide strategic communications services and technical
assistance to grantees in the areas of major buyer outreach,
aquaculture standards and research around policy issues.

$   700,000
Spitfire
Strategies

2009
For continued support to provide strategic communications
services and technical assistance to grantees in outreach to
major buyers.

$   400,000

Horowitz &
Company LLC

2008 Two grants "to assist grantees in developing strategic
frameworks for partnerships with major seafood buyers. $   258,000

Root Learning 2008
To guide grantees through a visual learning mapping process to
identify and align strategies to advance conservation
commitments among major seafood buyers.

$   154,500

Grove
Consultants

2009
For facilitation and process support as well as capacity-building
training in group facilitation for the Conservation Alliance for
Seafood Solutions.

$    38,000

$ 3,421,479

Total: $12,705,725



Table 2.  U.S. Grants to Living Oceans Society (2000 - 2008): $6,639,864

Farmed Salmon
Demarketing Campaigns

Origin Recipient Year Stated Purpose
CAAR

Farmed &
Dangerous

Pure Salmon

2003 For the farmed salmon markets campaign of the
Coastal Alliance for Aquaculture Reform

$   175,000

2006

For Farmed and Dangerous, the farmed salmon
markets campaign of the Coastal Alliance for
Aquaculture Reform

$   225,000

2007

For continued support of Farmed and
Dangerous, the farmed salmon markets
campaign of the Coastal Alliance for
Aquaculture Reform

$   225,000

2008

For continued support of the farmed salmon
markets campaign of the Coastal Alliance for
Aquaculture Reform

$   225,000

2009
For phase-out support of the farmed salmon
markets campaign of the Coastal Alliance for
Aquaculture Reform

$   125,000

Living Oceans
Society

2010
To strengthen social media strategies and build
a senior management team to lead the
implementation of the new strategic plan.

$   100,000

David &
Lucille
Packard
Foundation

Marine
Conservation
Biology Institute,
Redmond WA

2005

For Farmed and Dangerous, the farmed salmon
markets campaign of the Coastal Alliance for
Aquaculture Reform

$   225,000

$1,300,000

2003

In support of efforts to educate major buyers of
farmed salmon to transition to ecologically
acceptable technology and practices.

$   225,000

2004

In support of efforts to educate major buyers of
farmed salmon to transition to ecologically
acceptable technology and practices.

$   228,400

2005

In support of the Coastal Alliance for
Aquaculture Reform's efforts to drive reform of
aquaculture practices in British Columbia,
Canada.

$ 1,125,000

2006 Coastal Alliance for Aquaculture Reform -
Framework for Dialogue

$    500,000

Increasing stakeholder participation in area-
based management.

$    578,098

2007 Joint Research on Salmon Farming $    600,000

2008

This grant will support efforts of the Coastal
Alliance for Aquaculture Reform to achieve
formal commitments from the British Columbia
Government and the BC aquaculture industry to
halt expansion of open net cage salmon farming,
mitigate negative impacts and make the
transition to closed containment systems.

$ 1,843,531

Gordon &
Betty
Moore
Foundation

Living Oceans
Society

2009 Securing deep sea coral protection $    239,835 $5,339,864
Total: $6,639,864

NOTE: This table lists U.S. funds from only two U.S. foundations.  This does not include
U.S. funds that may have been granted indirectly through Tides Canada Foundation.


