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Print Message

Mr. McMillan,

Having noticed that the 2010 U.S. tax return for Tides Canada recently became available at the web-site of
Guidestar, I have taken a look at how Tides Canada has been granting money over the past three years (2008-
2010) and have summarized my observations, below. 

As I see it, the main funding activity of Tides Canada has been to channel a large amount of money to a
relatively small number of B.C. First Nations and environmental groups, especially in British Columbia. For
example, over these three years, the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society got $1.1 million, the Sierra Club of
B.C. got $707,848, Ducks Unlimited Canada got $391,773, and so on, as summarized in the table below.

If I have presented anything here that is factually incorrect, or if I have missed any important points, please let
me know.  If I do not hear from you today, I will post this at my blog early next week.

As before, please do not hesitate to contact me or have your staff contact me.  

Sincerely,
Vivian Krause
604.618.8110

Tides Canada: Lion's Share of Grants Given To
B.C. First Nations & Environmental Groups

Recipients of funds from Tides Canada (2008-2010)
From: VIVIAN KRAUSE <vivian.krause@me.com>

To: Ross McMillan <ross.mcmillan@tidescanada.org>
Cc: Marieke Walsh <Marieke.Walsh@CBC.CA>

Date: March 09, 2012 11:36:41 AM
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The main funding activity of Tides Canada is to transfer a large amount of money to a small number of First

Nations and environmental organizations that are active in British Columbia, particularly on the strategic north

coast of the province. That's what I find from my analysis of Tides Canada's U.S. tax returns for 2008, 2009 and

2010.

In the above table, the environmental groups funded by Tides Canada are highlighted in green.

Tides Canada says that it funds hundreds of organizations.  This is true. U.S. tax returns show that between

2008 and 2010, Tides Canada granted $55.8 million to 240 organizations. However, a close analysis of the lists of

grantees in Tides Canada's U.S. tax returns reveals that two thirds (68 percent) of Tides Canada's grantees received

less than $10,000 per year, a relatively small amount of money.

Fully 90 percent of the funds granted by Tides Canada during 2008, 2009 and 2010, was divided among only 24

recipient organizations. These groups are listed in the above table. Of these 24 organizations, 19 are First Nations

and environmental organizations. Simply put, the vast majority of the funds granted by Tides Canada goes to fund

First Nations and the environmental movement, especially in B.C.

In 2008, Tides Canada granted $27.3 million in a single cheque to the Coast Conservation Endowment Fund

Foundation.  This is a B.C. First Nations organization that was created in conjunction with the Great Bear

Rainforest Initiative.  The purpose of this organization is to support First Nations by helping create a "conservation

economy," but only for First Nations on the strategic, north coast of B.C. As shown below, the stated purpose for

which the $27.3 million was granted was "to fund conservation planning projects and conservation initiatives of the

Nuxalk and Lax'Kwalaams First Nations," according to U.S. tax returns. Although Tides Canada appears to have

reported to the I.R.S. that the $27.3 million was specifically for the Nuxalk and the Lax'Kwalaams, it is probably

reasonable to assume that this money is more likely to have been allocated not only to these two First Nations but

rather, as per the stipulations of the Conservation Investments & Agreement, signed by Tides Canada, First

Nations and four American foundations (the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, the William & Flora Hewlett Foundation,

the David & Lucile Packard Foundation and the Gordon & Betty Moore Foundation).

Far Less Transparency in 2010 than 2009

Of the total of $55 million granted by Tides Canada Foundation during 2008, 2009 and 2010, a total of $13

million was transferred internally from Tides Canada Foundation to Tides Canada Initiatives Society. This $13

million consisted of $5.3 million in 2009 and $7.7 million in 2010. In the tax return for 2009, Tides Canada

specifies that how the $5.3 million was to be allocated in a series of 25 grants for various projects of Tides Canada

Initiatives Society. For 2010, however, Tides Canada did not specify how the $7.7 million was spent by TCIS.  TCF

reported to the I.R.S. simply that the $7.7 million was for "...."  In this sense, it seems to me that Tides Canada was

far less transparent in 2010 than in the previous year.
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The $25.6 Million Dollar Question

While the lists of grants that are required by the U.S. Internal Revenue Service give some indication about the

grant recipients of a particular foundation, in the case of Tides Canada there remains a big question because Tides

Canada grants a large portion of its total revenue to its internal, operating charity, known as Tides Canada

Initiatives Society.  In fact, during 2008, 2009 and 2010, Tides Canada Foundation transferred a total of $25.6

million to Tides Canada Initiatives Society. This is a lot of money and it raises a fair question: How was this money

spent by Tides Canada Initiatives Society?
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